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Introduction

1. The Islamic Republic of Iran participated irs@ond cycle of the Universal Periodic
Review (UPR) in October 2014. A total of 104 delegations presented some 291
recommendations related to rights guaranteed by five international human rights
conventiond ratified by Iran. The majority of these recommdations call on the
Government to consider strengthening protections for civil and political rights and to cease
practices that violate them. They also encourage the Government to accede to conventions
that abolish the use of capital punishment, praagetinst torture and other cruel, inhuman

or degrading treatment or punishment, protect the rights of migrant workers and advance
gender equality. Recommendations also pertain to improvements in protections for
vulnerable groups, including religious, etbniand sexual minorities; encourage the
establishment of a Paris Princigdempliant National Human Rights Institute (NHRI); and
enjoin cooperation with the United Nations human rights mechanisms.

2. Issues emphasized in the 2014 recommendations mirtboseé raised during the

Islamic Republic of IranOs first UPR cycle in 2010. Many recommendations also relate to
laws, policies, and practices presented in the Special RapporteurOs reports since the onset of
his work.

RelatedHumanRightslssue 2010 Numler Number 2014 UN SpecialRapporteur
Accepted  Rejected Recommendatiorsnce2011
Accessiorto newtreaties 15 0 15 33 1

(CEDAW, CAT, ICRMW,
ICCPROP2,andmore)

Cooperatiorwith international 19 8 11 25 8
humanrightsmechanisms

Civil andpolitical rights 93 45 48 94 32
Economicsocial,andcultural 40 38 2 58 12
rights

Genderequality/wome@ rights 14 10 4 52 9
Rightsof thechild 28 19 11 36 7
Protecttherightsof religious 19 8 11 26 5

minority communities

Protect/advanctherights of 5 5 4 13 5

ethnic minority communities

Protecttherights of memberof 3 0 3 12 1
theLGBT community

! The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the International Convention on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights, the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the International Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Disorination and the Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities.
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3. Aspects of laws, policies and practices previously identified by the United Nations
human rights mechanisms, and that are presented in the curremt ceptinue to
undermine the GovernmentOs capacity to improve human rights conditions. The use of
capital and other forms of cruel, inhumane and degrading punishment persist at alarming
rates. This is especially alarming given the frequent applicafidgheodeath penalty for

crimes not considered Omost seriousO under international human rights law, and considering
policies and practices previously identified by the United Nations human rights
mechanisms that continue to challenge the administratiarstté.

4. A number of draft laws and policies containing provisions that appear to further
negate human rights guaranteed by national and international laws are either currently
under consideration or have been adopted since March 2014. These inclisiemsdhat
appear to expand government influence over the media, civil society, political
organizations, and the legal community. Policies that further limit economic opportunities
for women and that segregate them in the workplace are currently unugderation
and/or being implemented.

5. The resulting adverse effects of laws and practices can be observed in reports that
continued to emanate from the country this past year about the ongoing arrests of human
rights defenders, lawyers, journalistdjgius and ethnic minorities, accompanied by open
letters and confidential communications received about torture and violations of fair trial
standards. Closures of media outlets and severe limitations on the Internet and social media
also continue.

Methodology

6. Information for the present report was gathered during afifeting mission to
Germany, Norway and Denmark, during which 39 interviews were conducted with victims
and activists within the Iranian diaspora. The Special Rapporteur wishestdnd his
gratitude to the Governments of all three countries for hosting his visits. Another 28
interviews were conducted with Iranians located inside Iran and elsewhere between July
2014 and January 2015.

7. The Special Rapporteur also reviewed infation contained in open letters,
confidential communications; news reports and broadcasts produced by domestic media
outlets in the country; official statements; information relayed in Government responses to
Special Procedure mandate holdersO inquiréginal and civil society stakeholder reports
submitted for the Islamic Republic of IranOs first and second UPR reviews; and reports
submitted to the Special Rapporteur by credible human rights organizations. The Special
Rapporteur also examined the canttef various pieces of draft legislation currently under
consideration.

Cooperation with the mandate holder

8. Twenty-nine communications were transmitted by the Special Procedures to the
Government in 2014. This includes 27 urgent actions addgessitcerns regarding torture,
arbitrary arrest and detention, persecution of religious minorities and reprisals against
individuals for alleged contact with United Nations human rights officials (regarding
freedom of expression and assembly as well amtieteconditions-including detainees
insufficient access to medical care). The Government only responded to five of these
communications, reducing its rate of reply from 40 percent in 2013 to 17 percent in 2014.

9. The Special Rapporteur thanks the Goweent for arranging meetings with visiting
delegations in Geneva, including a meeting in September 2014 with representatives from
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the judiciary, the High Council for Human Rights in Iran and Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
and for providing detailed commeritshis latest report to the General Assemzbly.

10.  Unfortunately, the Special RapporteurOs requests for visits to the country to deepen
dialogue with government officials and to further ascertain the veracity of complaints
forwarded to the Special Proceda remain unaddressed. A large number of requests for
visits from various other Special Procedures remain pending, despite several statements
since 2011 regarding the Government's intent to strengthen this aspect of its cooperation
with the human rights ethanisms.

Reprisals against activists

11. The Special Rapporteur renews his concerns about incidents that appear to be
reprisals against individuals for contact with international human rights organizations and
UN human rights mechanismSince Auggt 2014, 5 cases have been reported (the details
of which are included in the Annex). They include the prosecution of Ms. Atena Daemi,
Mr. Saeed Shirzad, Mr. Mohammad Ali Taheri, Mr. Behnam Ebrahimzadeh, and Mr.
Mohammad Reza Pourjashari. At least 15 vidlials reportedly have been detained,
charged, prosecuted or faced intimidation for contact with the Special Procedures since
2011.

Overview of the Civil and Political Rights

Right to life

12. The Government received 29 recommendations relatedaéoof the death penalty
during its first UPR in 2010, and 41 were made during its second review in 2014.

13. At least 753 individuals were reportedly executed in 2@t highest total
recorded in the past 12 years). This includes the execution wfoRten and 53 public
executions. Nearly half of all executiofs 362 N were for drugrelated crimes (not
including those drug related offenses that were also committed in conjunction with
homicide crimes) which do not meet the internationally acceptedeghold of Omost
serious crimesO required for use of the death penalty. In at least four cases the families of
homicide victims provided pardons only after authorities implemented the death penalty by
hanging. In these instances, authorities ceased thetexeand lowered individuals after a
period of suspension.

2 A/69/356
3 http:/firanhr.net/2015/0annualreporton-the-deathpenaltyin-iran-2014/
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Executions in Iran - 2003 - 2014
800 753
676 687

571

457

2004 200S 2006 2007 2008 2008 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

14. In November and December 2014, Dr. Mohammad Javad Larijani, head of the High
Council for Human Rights in Iran, reiterated calte amend the anfilarcotics Law,
maintaining that such a poji shift would reduce the execution rate by 80 per Tent.
Capital punishment for drugelated offenses in the country is governed by the 1988 Anti
Narcotics Law and its 1997 and 2011 amendments. The current version of the law mandates
the death penalty fal7 offenses. In addition to the broad range of drug crimes for which
the death penalty is prescribed, this mandate is automatically triggered when a minimum
threshold amount of contraband is involved (e.g. 30 grams in the case of heroin, morphine,
cocane, MDMA / ecstasy, and methamphetamihe).

15. The revised Islamic Penal Code, which came into force in June 2013, also provides
capital punishment for juvenileffenders(unless the offender is found to lack the mental
capacity to understand the natwe the crime or its consequencefegardless of the
revision, juvenile executions continue. Reports indicate that at least 13 juveniles may have
been executed in 2014 alohe.

16. At least 33 individuals were reportedly executed in the Kerman Prisorebet26
August and 14 November 2014. All but one of these individuals was reportedly convicted
of drugrelated crimes. During this period, the authorities made no public announcement of

Euro News]Jran's Larijani slams West's 'bias’ on human rightdpvember 204;
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=roVOYi_CxBlI

Semiofficial news, Mizanonline, 5 December 2014; http://mizanonline.ir/fa/content/19246
Human Rights in Iran Unit: University of Essex, OThe Death Penalty for Drug Crimes in Iran:
Analysis of IranOsiternational Human Rights ObligationsO, March 2014;
http://www.essex.ac.uk/hri/documents/resegraperiran-deathpenaltydrug-crimes.pdf

Another Juvenile Execution in IraB July 2014 http://iranhr.net/2014/07/anothgrvenile-execution
in-iran/; Iran; Alleged juvenile offender among 10 hunger strikers threatened with immediate
execution, 16 Deeeber 2014http://www.amnesty.org/en/fanedia/presseleases/iralleged
juvenile-offenderamongl0-hungerstrikersthreatenedmmediat
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executions at the Kerman Prison. Reports of these executions raiseadlaut possible
underreporting.

Fair trial standards

17. Following a country visit to the Islamic Republic of Iran in 2003, the Working
Group on Arbitrary Detention/{GAD) recommended the establishment of safeguards for
legal counsel against intimitlan; and the involvement of legal counsel from the beginning

of a case, regardless of the nature of the allegations against the accused. Likewise,
Government received 13 recommendations related to fair trial standards and judicial
independence durinthe 2014 UPR, equal to the number of recommendations made in
2010. Several recommendations stressed the need to ensure immediate access to a lawyer
of oneOs choosing, and adequate access to all evidence gathered for the prosecution.

18.  Article 48 of the revised Code of Criminal Procedures (effective in June 2015)
provides defendantse right to request Othe presence of a lawyer at the onset of detention.
However, a note to Article 48 allows for exceptions, e.g. if the accused is detained on
suspicion of committing offences, such as organized crime, crimes against national
security, theft and drugelated offences, they may be prohibited from accessing a lawyer
for up to a week after arrest. It should be noted that most violations of fair trial rstenda
reportedly occur during the investigation phase. Individuals including lawyers, journalists,
religious and ethnic minorities who peacefully exercise internationally recognized rights,
are frequently convicted of national security offenses.

Freedomfrom arbitrary detention

19. There has been considerable focus on the contirumese arrest of Green
Movement leaders and former presidential candidates Messrs. The country approaches the
4" anniversary of the confinement of Mehdi Karroubi, MiosseinMousavi, and his wife,

Ms. Zahra Rahnavard, as well ¢ 5™ anniversaryof the 2009 demonstrationBetween

2011 through 2013, the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention (WGAD) issued 10
Opinions regarding the detention of 13 Iranians, including thostheofaforementioned
opposition leaders along with several journalists, lawyers, a Christian pastor, and a student
activist’® The Government has only responded to three of the 10 communications.

20. In its Opinions, the WGAD concluded that 12 of the 13viuttlials appear to have

been detained for exercising their right to freedom of expression, opinion, religion, belief,
or association, and encouraged the government to immediately release individuals charged
with the legitimate exercise of these freedoms] tmcompensate them for their arbitrary
detention. One such prisoner, Ms. Nasrin Soutodeh, was released prior to the expiration of
her sentence, while Mr. Bahman Ahmadi Amouee and Mr. Kiarash Kamrani were released
following the completion of their sentee& None of the individuals have been
compensated as recommended by the WGAD.

Secret Mas&xecutions of DrugConvicts in Kerman Prison (Southeastern Jr&0 December 2014,
http://iranhr.net/2014/12/secrptassexecutionsof-drug-convictsin-kermanprisonsoutheastem
iran/

° Semiofficial news, Mizanonline, 26 October 20http://mizanonline.ir/fa/content/12550

10 see Annex
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D.

Independence of lawyers

21. International standards recognize the right of lawyers to practice their profession, "in
accordance with generally recognized professional ethitt®out restrictions, influence,
pressure or undue interference from any quaffeAh independent bar association and
ability to practice law independently provide indispensable guarantees to the protection of
human rights and access to justice. It mted, Olawyers cannot adequately and properly
perform their duties while subject to external interference and controls over their ability to
practice.&

22.  In 2012, the International Bar Association and the Special Rapporteur expressed
concern over the d¥fmal Attorneyship Bill, which would expand the governmentOs
influence over the countryOs Bar Association. In his report to thee€8ion of the General
Assembly, the Special Rapporteur welcomed the GovernmentOs decision to suspend the
consideration ofhe Bill in June 20133

23. In September 2014, several amended versions of the draft Bill were submitted to the
Parliament* Concern remains that the Bill continues to envision a significant role for
government intervention and influence. Thus, encrogchimthe independence of the Bar
Associationt> For example, the Bill continues to envisage a Supervisory Board that would
work with the Intelligence Ministry and the Intelligence and Protection Centers of the
judiciary to assess lawyersO qualificationsafticense to practice, and for membership in
the Supreme Council and the Board of Directors of the Bar Assocfafidre Supervisory
Board (comprised of representatives from the Executive and Judiciary, and five lawyers
chosen by the Bar Association aagproved by a committee comprised of the heads of
Supreme Disciplinary Court for Judges) could initially suspend licenses. The Supreme
Disciplinary Court of Judges would possess the authority to revoke licEnses.

24. The Bar AssociationOs election for Bbaf Directors is also currently subject to
significant government influence. Candidates for the biennial elections are approved by the
Supreme Disciplinary Court for Judges, (who reportedly communicates with the
Intelligence Ministry about candidates@ikility). *® The most recent election for the Board

11
12

13

14

15

16
17
18

CCPR/CIGCI/32

Iran urged to stop infringements on the independence of the legal profession by global lawyers®
bodyhttp, 26 March 2013;://wwitbbanet.org/Article/Detail.aspx?ArticleUid=ac631d484b4b4b
b112206e€183c86b8

Semiofficial news ISNA, 22 June 201&ww.isna.ir/fa/news/9204010062M¢M ebsite of the Special
Rapporteurhttp://shaheedoniran.org/english&iraheedsvork/latestreports/speciatapporteurs-
sepetembeR012reporton-the-situationof-humanrights-in-the-islamicrepublicof-iran/, and
http://shaheedoniran.org/english&traheedsvork/latestreports/octobeR013reportof-the-special
rapportewonthe-situatiorof-humanrightsin-the-islamicrepublicof-iran-2/ ;

Official website, Dolat, 23 September 2014;
http://www.dolat.ir/NSite/FullStory/News/?Serv=1&Id=2496 THficial website, Icbar,22 April
2014; http://icbar.ir/Default.aspx?tabid=55&ctI=Edit&mid=435&Code=1403

SemiOfficial Sharghdaily news;
http://sharghdaily.ir’/Modules/News/PrintVer.aspx?Src=Main&News_|d=43569 ;
http://cshr.org.uk/humarights-portal/2692

Article 33 and 37

Articles 55, 33 and 34

Centre for Supporters of Human Rights, OMr. Hossein Raeesi, human rights lawyerO, 22 December
2014; http://cshr.org.uk/humaights-portal/2692 www.roozonline.com/persian/opinion/opinion
article/archive/2013/may/02/artictd/7 23ff2b43.htmiand Roozonline news, 18 March 2014;
http://www.roozonline.com/persian/opinion/opiniarticle/archive/2014/march/18/anteé/
9c61eff539.html
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of Directors took place on 13 March 2014, during which the Supreme Disciplinary Court
for Judges initially disqualified 29 candidatésThree board members and 14 candidates
that qualified for past elecths were disqualified for this oRe.

25. The Bar Association is currently responsible for license renewal, but lawyers must
reportedly pay a mandatory fee to the Judiciary for the renewal of their licéieguests

for licenses to practice, or for laviuslents to participate in internships are also subject to
approval by the countryOs security apparatfis. Situations of law students being
disqualified for student activism or being asked to pledge to avoid activism have been
reported™ Intelligence Minisry officials reportedly have a constant presence at the Bar
Associatiort

26. At least 50 lawyers have reportedly been prosecuted since June 2009, for
representing prisoners of conscience, in addition to political and OsecurityO pfsoners.
Numerous Iraian lawyers have expressed concern about the failure of the Bar Association
and its Board of Directors, to defend its own lawyers, due in part to its lack of
independenc& Human rights lawyer, Mr. Hossein Raeesi, expressed concern regarding
the extent ofudicial and security influence on the legal community, particularly outside of
Tehran and amongst ethmginority lawyers, in contributing to a climate that discourages
lawyers from accepting national security cases lodged agpmigical and security
defendants, and prisoners of conscierféer example, the Board of Directors of West
Azerbaijan Province suspended the license of Kurdish human rights lawyer, Mr. Masoud
Shamsnejad, who had represented Kurdish political prisoners, after which he wasdindict
for Opropagation against the system.O He begamtusth sentence on 19 October 2614.

Detention conditions and treatment of prisoners

27. The Special Rapporteur remains concerned about reports of insufficient or
nonexistent access to medical seeg for detainees, and insufficient segregation practices

in prisons. Between April and December 2014, the Special Rapporteur and other thematic
mandate holders transmitted five communications concerning the deteriorating health
conditions of 16 detaineas urgent need of specialized medical care outside prison. Some
of these individuals were reportedly at risk of dying due to inadequate medical attention. In
a very few cases, prisoners were allowed to seek medical aid outside prison. The United

19

20

21

22

23
24

25
26
27

Semiofficial Sharghdaily news;
http://sharghdaily.ir/Modules/News/PrintVer.aspx?Src=Main&News_|d=3065fcial website,
Parliament of Iran,17 August 2010http://rc.majlis.ir/fa/legal_draft/show/781457

Semiofficial news Sharghdaily;
http://harghdaily.ir/Modules/News/PrintVer.aspx?Src=Main&News_ Id=30&s8niofficial news
ISNA, 21 February 2014;.ir/fa/news/92120200683/

Mr. Hossein Raeesi, human rights lawyer, on 22 December B@p4{cshr.org.uk/humarights-
portal/2692

Mr. Hossein Raeesi, human rights lawyer, on 31 December B@p4{cshr.org.uk/humarights-
portal/2692

Ibid

Ibid. See also Roozonlinews, 18 March 2014ttp://www.roozonline.com/persian/opinion/opinion
article/archive/2014/march/18/articl@¢61eff539.html

Ibid

Ibid

The Center for Supporters of Human Rights to the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, the
Special Rapporteurs on the situation of human rights in Iran, human rights defenders, and the
Independence of Judges and Lawyers, 10 November 2014/dstip.érg.uk/humamights-
portal/news/2830 ; http://persian.iranhumanrights.org/1393/08/shamnejad_kord_lawer/
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Nations $andard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners mandates that sick
prisoners requiring specialized treatment be provided adequate access to appropriate
medical institutions and staff and call for the separation of prisoners on the basis of gender,
age criminal record, and the legal reason for their detention.

28. On 20 November 2014, at least 24 Kurdish prisoners in Ward 12 of Urumia Central
Prison (in the West Azerbaijan Province) reportedly embarked on hunger strikes to protest
insufficient prisone segregation and inadequate access to medical trestin8nme of the
prisoners are convicted of vaguely defined national security charges. An example of a few
of the security charges are distributing pamphlets and statements to commemorate
International Mother Language Day, posting articles on social networks, contacting
Kurdish opposition websites, distributing political pamphlets and cooperating with or
joining opposition parties.

29.  Allegedly, on 9 December 2014, the security forces of Urumia @leptison
surrounded Ward 12 and threatened to attack protestors if they continued their hunger
strike. In response to the hunger strike, several protestors were reportedly summoned to the
Intelligence Office and subjected to various threats, such asherges, transfer to solitary
confinement, imprisonment in Oexile,O and the arrest of family members. Others engaged in
the hunger strikes were threatened with having their execution sentences expedited
(including the death sentences of Messrs). Ali Afshdohammad Abdollahi, and Saman
Nasim, an alleged juvenile offendedbn 10 December, intelligence officials allegedly
demanded that Mr. Saman NasimOs a juvenile offender family encourage him to end his
hunger strike, or his execution sentence would be iiranily implemented? On 22
December 2014, 26 prisoners reportedly ended their strike after authorities committed to
stop harassing family members and to investigate these concerns.

Freedoms of expression and access to information

30. The Government received 19 recommendations related freedom of
expression,opinion and access to information during its 2014 UPR. The Ministry of Islamic
Guidance and Culture held the 20th Press Fair of Iran, frd#h Rovember 2014, titled:
OFreedom with Responsibility>® Unfortunately, positive comments on media freedom
from some officials at the event, including those from the Ministry of Islamic Guidance and
Culture are contrary to the current treatment of journalists and bloggers in the country.

31. Atleast 13 jarnalists and bloggers have been arrested or detained since Juf} 2014.

As of December 2014, 30 journalists were detained, despite the release of at least eight
journalists since July 2014 upon completion of their prison sentéhc€harges include

vaguey worded Onational security" crimes, such as Opropaganda against the system,O
Oassembly and collusion against the system,0 Oinsulting the Supreme Leader,0 and
Ospreading falsehoods with intent to agitate the public consciousness.O In September 2014,
the Supreme Court of Iran upheld the death sentence for Mr. Soheil Arabi, a blogger
convicted ofsabb anabi (insulting the Islamic Prophet) for comments he allegedly posted

on several Facebook accounts. He was also convicted of Oinsulting Government Officials,

28
29
30
31
32

SeeAnnex

Information Submitted to the Office of the Special Rapporteur on 16 December 2014
Semiofficial news ISNA, 5 November 2014ttp://isna.ir/fa/news/93081406796/

SeeAnnex

SeeAnnex SeealsoCommittee to Protect Journalists, Special Report, 17 December 2014,
https://cpj.org/reports/2014/12/journalistsprisonchinais-worldsworstjailer.php
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Oinsulting the Supreme LeaderO and Opropaganda against the system.O In its reply, The
Government claims that Mr. Arabi Qinjured]sic] public religion sensation.O

32. Iranian authorities also reportedly continue to close publications and television
statiors deemed subversive to certain elements of the political establishme@h@heun

daily, Bahar newspaper, andsemanpublication were permitted to 4@pen, after having
previously been closed for content deemed offerf§i@n 23 December 2014, tiRoozan
publication was closed by order of the Tehran Prosecutor; apparently in relation to an
article it published marking the fivgear anniversary of the death of Ayatollah Hossein Ali
Montazeri. In August 2014, five privatepwned religious stations (Imam B&ein,
Abolfazal Abass, Alghaem, Alzahra and Almehdi) were closed after being accused by the
Intelligence Ministry of Oworking illegally for satellite TV stations based in the United
States and Great Britain,O Oprovoking sectarian tension within Islaho@in@sa
degrading image of Shidism, and Oinsulting the holy figures of Islang Qaduary 2015,

the Intelligence Ministry announced that the offices of 17 satellite TV channels that
Osupported enemies that were provoking sectarian tension within vetarabe closed?

33. The blocking and filtering of websites also continues to be ubiquitous and is
apparently ordered by multiple agencies. It is unclear whether national laws provide the
agencies with legal authority to interfere with websites. In Gut@914, the head of the
Administrative Justice Court and the Office of the Attorney General criticized the Ministry
of Culture and Islamic Guidance for directly shutting down websites that did not possess
permits, arguing that neither the Ministry nor thess Supervisory Board has the power to
do so without an order from the Attorney GeneralOs Offida. November, the Working
Group on Determining Instances of Criminal Content confirmed that the Information and
Technology Ministry will continue to filténg access to data on Instagrahin December

2014 Fars News reported that OimmoralO pages on Instagram were Blocked.

34. In November 2014, President RouhaniOs cabinet approved bylaws for the 2009 Law
on Access to Information intended to allow accessetiails about the GovernmentOs use of
public funds® On a relevant note, the head of the Judiciary, Mr. Sadegh Larijani,
announced that he ordered the ProsecutorOs office to monitor and summon anyone guilty of
OoverstatingO Government corruption.

Draft hill to establish a OMedia CouncilO

35.  On 10 August 2014, a bill titted, OMedia Council of the Islamic Republic of Iran,0
which appears to expand government oversight of the media was puBfisdedrnalists

and legal experts have expressed serimuscern regarding provisions in the draft law
which gives the Government a role in issuing licenses to journalists, and in investigating
and issuing punitive measures fopr@essional miscondud(including temporary bans

BBC news, 13 November 2014;
http://www.bbc.co.uk/persian/iran/2014/11/141113_145_aseman_daily
Semiofficial news Fars, 4 January 2015;

http://www farsnews.com/newstext.php?nn=13931014000459

Radio Farda news, 14 October 2014;
http://www.radiofarda.com/content/f6_iran_websites_filtering/26637464.html
Semiofficial news ISNA, 11 November 201H4ttp://isna.ir/fa/news/93082010296/
Radio Farda news, Zdecember 201http://www.radiofarda.com/contentHgan-instagram
immoratpagesfiltered-censorshigcultureministry/2676@41.html

Semiofficial news Mehr, 15 October 201Http://mehrnews.com/news/2389693/
Semiofficial news Mehy 12 October 20Lhttp://mehrnews.com/news/2387790
Official website, Parliament of Irahitp://rc.majlis.ir/fa/law/show/790196

11
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from journalism and the revocatiasf licensesy! It is unclear what punitive measures, if
any, will apply to individuals who engage in journalistic activities in absence of licenses.
The ministry reportedly decided to suspend drafting of the Bill in response to criticism;
stating that fuher consultations with journalists was neces8ary.

Political Crimes Bill

36. The Political Crimes bill was introduced by Parliament in September 2013 and
amended in June 2014. The Bill defines political crimes as activities that advance intentions
to influence the countryOs affairs, its administrative and political institutions, or its domestic
or foreign policiesvithoutintending to harm the tenets of the State. This includes insulting
or defaming members of parliament and the Guardian Council,stdisi and other
Government officials; the publication of land the violation of other legal proviéfohe

Bill provides for public trial by jury for political and press offenéés.

Freedom of peaceful assemblies and association

37. In 2011, the Hman Rights Committee noted that assemblies and the establishment
of associations in Iran are conditional upon compliance with the Oprinciples of Islam,0
which national legislation fails to define. The Committee encouraged the Iranian
Government to releasanyone held solely for the peaceful exercise of these rights, and
urged the Government to withdraw a parliamentary bill on the Establishment and
Supervision of NofGovernmental Organizations, which established a Committee chaired
by the Interior Ministry ad representatives from the Intelligence Ministry to manage
NGOs.

38. At the country's October 2014 UPR, Secretagneral of the High Council for
Human Rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, Dr. Mohammad Javad Larijani, stated to the
20" Session of theNorking Group that over 17,000 Nd&overnmental Organizations
(NGOs) were active and working on various issues in Iran including the promotion and
protection of human rights. Ongoing reports of the arrest of human rights activists for
peacefully exercisigp legitimate rights continue to demonstratethat protections for these
rights are capriciously applied, additionally these latest draft laws risk exacerbating the
situation.

Draft bill on Non-Governmental Organizations

39. A bill presented by the Int®r Ministry on 9 November 20f2 appears to further
threaten the independence of civil society. The Bill envisages councils at the national,
provincial, and city levels that will, in part, be responsible for the issuance of activity
licenses to nomoverrmental organizations (NGOs) pursuing Osocial, cultural, artistic,
health, environmental, cultural heritage, human rights, ethnic, and developmentO issues, and
whose activities are not currently subject to other laws that govern professional
organizations opolitical entities, such as political partié%.

Semiofficial news ILNA, 27 August 201ttp://ilna.ir/news/news.cfm?id=199081

Semiofficial news Shahrvand, 15 December 20tdp://shahrvaneéhewspaper.ir/?News_1d=16826
Official website, Parliam@ of Iran; http://rc.majlis.ir/fa/legal_draft/state/856746

Ibid

Semiofficial news Fars, 1 December 2014;
http://www.farsnews.com/newstext.php?nn=13930905000787
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40. According to the bill, the councils would also be responsible for the supervision and
support of NGOs and for addressing their misconduct. NGOs would be able to officially
pursue organizational actfies upon receiving establishment permits, activity licenses, and
after registering that licendé Procedures introduced by the Bill to establish an association
appears particularly burdensome and would subject NGOs to administrative supervision
and discetion, which could then be used to suppress dissenting views or beliefs in violation
of international laws and standards.

Formation and Activities of Political Parties and Groups bill

41. A bill on the Formation and Activities of Political Parties d@atbups was first
introduced in the parliament on 20 July 2012. On 20 July 2014, Parliament suspended
consideration of the bill for three months amid concerns over its provigions.

42. Aspects of the bill are particularly disconcerting, as they appeafféctieely
disenfranchise individuals arrested and/or prosecuted for peacefully exercising rights to
expression, association and assembly. This includes including individuals arrested and/or
prosecuted during the months following the 2009 presidentidi@bsc as well as lawyers,
journalists, and human rights activists who may have expressed dissenting or critical views
on a wide range of issues.

43.  The Bill prohibits political parties from conducting activities in the absence of two
permits issued by a9-member Party Commissidn, consisting of government
representatives, including officials from the Interior and Intelligence Ministries, Parliament,
Attorney General, and head of Judiciaty.

44. In order to obtain an initial permit, applicants must subailist of proposed
members along with the partyOs manifesto; including worldview, intellectual and
ideological foundations, objectives and plans to meet objectives, and the partyOs general
approach to cultural, economic, social, political, administratine legal issues in the
country®® The applicantOs statute and manifesto must also explicitly state adherence to the
Constitution and the principle of the guardianship of the Islamic jifrist.

45.  The bill also bans individuals associated with Ocouet@iutionO groups and those
convicted of domestic and foreign security crimes from establishing a political party, and
prohibits influential members of parties previously dissolved by a court that were
influential members at the time of dissolution fromnjog a political party and/or from
establishing ong® On 14 December 2014, authorities stated that the new bill would be
adopted before the 2016 parliamentary elections.

Freedom of religion or belief

46. Under Iranian law, the Ministry of Culture atglamic Guidance is responsible for
Olissuing] licenses for cultural, artistic and advocacy activities of religious minorities
recognized under the Constitutiotf.@ccording to the countryOs Party Law, religious

Article 21

Official Website of Parliament of Irahitp://rc.majlis.ir/fa/legal_draft/state/814244

Young journalist club, 13 July 2018ttp://www.yjc.ir/fa/print/4908729

Official website, Parliament of Iran; http://rc.majlis.ir/fa/legal_draft/state/814244
Semiofficial news ISNA, 13 July 2014; http://isna.ir/fa/news/93042212597

Ibid

Semiofficial news Tasnim15 July 2014; http://www.tasnimnews.com/Home/Single/432095
Official site, Ministry of Culture and Guidandettp://www.farhang.gov.ir/fa/intro/duty
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minorities recognized by the Constitutiore allowed to form Oreligious minority societiesO
Ocomprised of volunteers from the same religion with the aim to work on religious, cultural,
social and welfare issues of their own communityThe Office of Religious Minorities is
charged with coordinatg and overseeing all ceremonies held by religious minorities,
including activities for the observance of religious holidays. Permission from the Ministry
must be obtained in order to issue publications, and for foreign missionaries travel at the
request bchurches and religious councifs.

47. Despite pronouncements that the procedure for issuing permission to construct
mosques for Shias and Sunnis is Hgliscriminatory, Sunnis report that they have not been
granted permission for the construction of a Mesin Tehran since 1979and authorities

have also reportedly restricted the construction of Christian church buildings, including
those of Orthodox Armenians and Assyrians for the past 35 YeaReports that the
Government also continues to interd@ristian churches from holding Persi@amguage
services also continué.

1. BahaOis

48. Despite statements from higanking officials that BahaOis are entitled to
citizenship rights, they continue to face discrimination, arrest, and arbitrary detemtion
connection with their religion. Between September and December 2014, security forces in
the cities of Isfahan, Tehran, Shiraz, Hamedan, Karaj and Semnan reportedly arrested at
least 24 BahaOis, bringing the total number of BahaQis in detention to 100.

49. Discriminatory restrictions increased with regard to the burial of BahaOis in

cemeteries across the country. Authorities in the city of Semnan have reportedly
discouraged families from inscribing epitaphs on tombstones and inscriptions are restricted
to first and last names, date of birth and death. Authorities have also restricted the
construction of additional buildings to accommodate burials in the Semnan BahaOi
cemetery. In at least three cases, Iranian authorities have also reportedly deldyeththe

of BahaQis in the cities of Tabriz and Ah¥faz.

50. Reports indicate that BahaOi students also faced discrimination in admission to the
institutions of higher education 202915 academic year. Shadan Shirazi, a Baha®’ student
who took the nationamathematics exam, and placed ®idut of an estimated million
students, was reportedly barred from registering at public university. The Special
Rapporteur invites BahaOi students to submit complaints of violations of their rights to the
High Council forHuman Right$?

51. Incitement against BahaQOis also appeared to continue this past year. On 15 December
2014, Ayatollah Bojnourdi,(a highanking cleric and a former member of Supreme Judicial
Council) stated Owe never say that BahaOis have the right#ties BahaOis donOt even

Official site, Parliament of Irarhttp://rc.majlis.ir/fa/law/show/90226
Tehran Jewish Committebttp://www.iranjewish.com/Essay/Essay14.htm
International Campaign for Human Righh Iran, 17 January 2012;
http://persian.iranhumanrights.org/1390/10/sunni_mps/
InternationalCampaign for Human Rights in Iran, Olran: the Cost of Faith, Persecution of Christian
Protestants and Converts in IranO, 284&//www.iranhumanrights.org/wp
. content/uploads/Christians_report_Final -feeb.pdf

Ibid
% Information subritted to the Special Rapporteur by the Baha®l Community in December 2014
Semiofficial news ILNA, 6 April 2014, http://www.ilna.ir/news/news.cfm?id=157330
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VI.

have citizenship rightssO After negative reactions, he later clarified that BahaOis who
cooperate with Israel or advocate against Islam are not entitled to citizenship’fightsy
still have human rights but they cannot psigileges such as going to university in 1f4n.

Christians

52.  As of 1 January 2015, at least 92 Christians remain in detention in the country
allegedly due to their Christian faith and activiiésln 2014 alone, 69 Christian converts
were reportdly arrested and detained for at least 24 hours across Iran. Authorities
reportedly continued to target the leaders of house churches, generally from Muslim
backgrounds. Christian converts also allegedly continue to face restrictions in observing
their relgious holidays.

53.  On 25 December, Iranian authorities reportedly raided a house church in the town of
Rudehen and arrested nine individuals who had gathered to celebrate CHYistmas.
Authorities also arrested Pastor Victor Beth Tamarz, the former hiedde oShahrara
Assyrian Pentecostal Church in Tehran, along with two other Christian converts on 26
December while the Pastor was performing a Christmas service. Pastor Victor Beth Tamarz
has reportedly been under pressure for performing Pedesigniage ervices since 2009.

On 19 October 2014, the Revolutionary Court of Alborz Province sentenced Pastors
Behnam Irani, Reza Rabbani and Abdolreza (Mathias) Haghnejad to six years in prison on
charges of Oacting against national securityO and Oforming d¢oowyerthrow the
government.O Pastor Irani is currently serving a six year sentence in prison for Oacting
against national securityO and Oestablishing illegal groups with the intention to overthrow
the government.0 The Government clarified that the AlBooxinceOs Court of Appeal
acquitted Mr. Haghnejad.

Economic, social and cultural rights

Economic rights

Right to organize and collectively bargain

54. While a signatory to five of the International Labour OrganizationOs (ILO) eight

OcoreOdhventions, the Government has not yet signed either of the two ILO Conventions
which deal specifically with the right to free expression and association (Freedom of
Association and Protection of the Right to Organize Convention of 1948 and the Right to
Organize and Collective Bargaining Convention of 1949). The Government maintains that
not acceding to these treaties have no impact rights or protections.

64

International Campaign for Human Rights in Iran, 18 December 2014,
http://persian.iranhumanrights.org/1393/09/bojnodralhais/

Semiofficial Tasnim News, 18 December 20tp://www.tasnimnews.com/Home/Sin82485
Ibid

Information submitted to the Special Rapporteur by Article18.

The Voice of Iranian Christians, http://vocir.org/2014/12/28/%D8%AD%D9%85%D9%84%D9%87
%D8%A8%D9%87%DA%A9%D9%84%DB%8@6:D8%B3%D8%A7%DB%3€E
%D8%AE%D8%A7%D9%86%DA%AF%DB%8@D9%88
%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B2%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%AA
%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%AF%D8%AT7%D8%AF%DB%8&D8%AT7/#more3736

Article 18; http://articleeighteen.com/fa/breakimgws/victorbettamrazarrested/
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55. The Special Rapporteur positively notes that many labor groups have been permitted
to advocate fotheir rights, including through ongoing actions by hundreds of workers at
the Stephan Cement Company in Dizicheh, Isfahan Province, and by Yaz Khorramshahr
Industry workers. However, respect for protections of rights exercised by labor activists
remain caricious. The countryOs 1990 Labour Act contains numerous progressive
provisions with regard to workersO rights themselves, but effectively excludes the right of
workers to organize independently of Government supervision and control. The Act
mandates thahe Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs oversee the Oestablishment, scope
of duties, and functionsO of labor groups and their representatives. These requirements and
restrictions render activists who work peacefully without Government approval vulmerabl
to arrest and prosecution on Onational securityO charges.

56. In December 2014, at least three members of the Coordinating Committee to help
form WorkersO Organizations in Iran were arrested during a demonstration, and at least 27
remain detained in reiian to their exercise of rights protected under international law.

2. The plan to protect hijab and modesty and gender segregation in the workplace

57. On 8 October 2014, 36 members of Parliament submitted a OPlan to Protect Hijab
and Modesty®® TheBill appears to impose further restrictions on womenOs right to work.
Article 5 of the bill limits womenOs working hours from 7am to 10 pm and calls for gender
segregation in the workplace. Some professions such as doctors, nurses or flight attendants
are not subject to the workour restrictions under the Bill, and workplaces where the
presence of women is necessary will be granted exceptions from segregation policies. The
Bill also attempts to regulate workplace dress codes; mandating that employelkciompu
private sectors that do not meet Islamic standards for proper clothing could be penalized by
pay check cuts up to 1/3 of their salary, for a minimum period of one month and maximum
of one yeaf?

58. On 30 August 2014, authorities stated that woraem banned from working in
coffee shops and that women requesting business permits for coffee shops should introduce
men as their supervisof$.A number of musical performances were also canceled in
various cities across the country between August andrleee2014 because women were
participating. On 2 September 2014, Shargh newspaper reported that women couldn S
participate in musical performances in Isfahan and in 13 different provinces across the
country. The Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidandatsd Owhen women who are
observing Islamic Hijab are present and working in a healthy environment with men, there
is no reason to ban their appearance on stage. We do not have any religious limitation
against womenOs performante.O

B. Right to health

1. Satellite jamming and its health impacts

59. Iranian authorities reportedly continue to prosecute individuals for the possession
and use of satellite dishes. Over the past few months, Iranian officials have increasingly
acknowledged the potential healtbncerns of satellite jamming, which the Government
uses to block public access to certain television channels. In February 2014, Minister of
Health Dr. Seyyed Hassan Ghazizadeh announced the formation of a special committee,

Official site, Parliament of Iran, http://rc.majlis.ir/fa/legal_draft/show/907753

° Ibid, http://www.irna.ir/fa/News/81383883/

0 Semiofficial Tashim news, 30 August 201Http://www.tashimnews.com/Home/$jie/478110
" Semiofficial IRNA news, 17 September 2014, http://www.irna.ir/fa/News/81313979/
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including representatives fmo the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Information and
Technology, and IranOs Atomic Energy Organization, to investigate the potential health
effects of satellite jammingf. The committee has yet to announce its findings. In October,
Mr. Saeed Motassaaf the Department of the Environment also noted that Othe topic of
jamming causing cancer [has been] studied many times, and the possibility exists of this
illness coming about in individuals as a result from the effects of jamriing.O

Transgender Iranians

60. During its last review of Iran in 2013, the Committee on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights expressed concern Othat members of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender community face discrimination with respect to access to employmeintg hous
education and health care, as well as social stigma and marginaliZation.O

61. The Special Rapporteur notes favorably that Iranian law and practice allows for
transgender persons to undergo gender confirmation sufgétgwever, information
received from victims, who underwent such surgeries, suggested that the quality of
healthcare they received was at times, clearly substandard and not in line with professional
norms or the right to adequate and attainable health provided in the ICCPR and ICESCR.
Interviewees claimed that gender confirmation surgeries often led to serious complications,
including severe bleeding, severe infection, scarring, chronic pain, and rectovaginal fistulas.
Transgender Iranians also reported that their operations resultgh@anmally shaped or
located sexual organs and vaginal stenosis.

62. There are reports that, licensed doctors gave patients a OdiscountedO rate for
surgeries that ultimately deviated from standard procedures. These budget operations were

allegedly conduct outside operating rooms, with limited anesthesia andquesiation

care, and sometimes without genital reconstruction. Several transgender interviewees said

these OdiscountedO surgeries were attractive, because it was difficult to access the costly
surgcal care, due to insufficient subsidies, and a lengthysprgery bureaucratic process.

The Special Rapporteur takes note that transgender persons must undergo gender
confirmation operations in order to attain legal recognition of their gender in Ifd@oh w

may create undue pressure to undergo surdery.

Landmines

63. Concern over the situation of landmines in Iran was expressed during the countryOs
2014 UPR. Reports indicate that the initial demining process has been accomplished, and

72
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Government Committee To Review Satellite Jamming SignalsO Effects on Public HEathuary

2014, http://www.iranhumanrighiorg/2014/02/satellitpmming/

Iran official says satellite jamming can cause cancer, 2 October 2014, http://www.al
monitor.com/pulse/originals/2014/10/irmatellitejammingcancer.html#

E/C.12/IRN/CO/2

The International Gay and Lesbian HunRights Commission (IGLHRC) and Iranian Queer
Organization (IRQO), OHuman Rights Violations of People in the Islamic Republic of Iran on the
Basis of Their Sexual Orientation and Gender IdentityO, 2014,
http://iglhrc.org/sites/default/files/UPRSubmissiorf.pd

See: World Professional Association for Transgender Health, OThe Standards of Care (SOC)for the
Health of Transsexual, Transgender, and Gender Nonconforming People,O Seventh Version (2011),
http://www.wpath.org/uploaded_files/140/files/1I3T%20S0OC,%20V7.pdf

NationalOrganization for Civil Registratiorticle 20 (14);
https://www.sabteahval.ir/defliaspx?tabid=81
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VII.

that two million local residents have been educated about landmines and theff risks.

April 2011, a member of the military maintained that approximately 85 percent of
contaminated areas have been cleaned, that millions of undetonated landmines were
destroyed, but @it landmines buried in lower satrata and later uncovered by rain and
erosion continue to pose a thréht.

64. Since 2013, 89 civilians have reportedly faced landmine explosions, 12 of them
allegedly under the age of ¥5Eleven individuals in 2013 andine in 2014 lost their lives

due to Olandmines and unexploded munitifhs. October 2013, the governor of
Marivan, in the Kurdistan province, reported that seven children from the Neshkash village
were injured as a result of a landmine explosion demined area that continues to face
threats from landmines due to rain and landslides.

65. There have been complaints of insufficient risk education, particularly amongst
children, and the shortcomings of state support programs for landmine VittBosne
victims have characterized their experiences with support programs as prolonged and
arbitrary®and maintained that some victims are deprived of support measures, because of
vague criteria that govern the process for granting ser¥ices.

66. In October 204, a lawyer representing the child landmine victims in the Neshkash
case informed the Office of the President about the failure of former local authorities to
address the concerns of landmine victims and called for appropriate measures to address
remainingthreats, as well as support and treatment for the infliréd.November 2014, a
Parliamentarian from Kurdistan Province, (one of the five provinces reportedly affected by
landmines from the Irafraq war) expressed concern over the landmine victims@saitce
medical care and pensi8hiln its response, the Government has maintained that Parliament
has ratified a law providing protection and support to the family of those returning to the
countryOs waaffected areas who Olose their lives or suffer injuiy® to landmine
explosions or Oother unexploded ordinances.O

Gender equality and womenOs rights

67. Fifty-three recommendations related to the rights of women and girls were raised
during the 2014 UPR. These recommendations touched on gendemufiatiin, early
marriage, access to health and education, political and economic participation, and
domestic violence. Several member states called on Iran to improve the status of women
more generally in social, cultural, economic, and political affair€oncerns previously
expressed over gender inequality in law and practice persist. Recent legislative attempts
made by the Iranian Parliament appear to further restrict the rights of women to their full
and equal enjoyment of internationally recognizeghts.

Semiofficial Mehr news, 2 November 2014, http://mehrnews.com/news/2414195/

Semiofficial Jamejamonline, 17 April 2014,
http://www1.jamejamonline.ipapertext.aspx?newsnum=100841075238

Report of the Association of Human Rights in Kurdistan of-lt@meva (KMMKG) submitted to the
office of the Special Rapporteur. http://www.kmig&.org/?p=633&lang=en

Ibid

Reports of the Center for SupportefsHuman Rights and Association of Human Rights in Kurdistan
of Iran-Geneva (KMMKG) submitted to the UN Special RapporteurOs Office on 03 December 2014
and 06 February 2014.

Ibid

Ibid

Semiofficial Azad news, 6 October 2014, http://www.an&lome/Single/109068

Semtofficial Omid news, 3 November 2014, http://www.omidkarimian.ir/Default.aspx?Newsl|d=261
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A.

Legislation affecting women

Family Population and Excellence Plan

68. In October 2014, a vote was postponed on the Family Excellence Plan, the purpose
of the Bill being to encouraggoung people to marry and have childPé&©n 21 October

2014, Ms. Mowlaverdi, the Vice President for Women and Family Affairs, opposed a
provision in the Bill that prohibits hiring unmarried women as university faculty members,
stating that such measures would not encourage marriage in society. Ms. Mowlaverdi
adckd, the proposed bill was previously discussed in the Health Parliamentary Commission
and that the Commission voted against Articles nine and ten, which impose a hierarchy for
hiring based on gender and civil status and prohibit hiring unmarried womédacidty
positions®®

Protect Women against ViolenceO Bill

69. In its response to concerns raised by the Special Rapporteur in his 2014 report to the
General Assembly about the prevalence of violence against women in the country and
shortcomings in nanal laws and institutional framework for addressing the problem, the
Iranian government maintained that domestic violence was a capital offence and noted that
legislation to legally define all forms of domestic violence was being consitfetedas
annainced on 29 November 2014 that the draft legislation to OProtect Women against
ViolenceO had been submitted to the Administragi@®il8 Commission. Ms. Mowlaverdi

said her office had recommended that the Judiciary establish safe houses for abused
women,in line with the Special RapporteurOs recommendations on the matter.

70. Following the acid attacks on women Isfahan, the Administration announced its
intent to work with the Judiciary to intensify punishment for such attacks. Authorities
however prohibitd protests against the attacks and in support of investigations, although on
24 October 2014, Parliamentarian, Abed Fatahi, from Urumiah defended the rights of
protestors® Civil society actors, including Narsin Sotoudeh, Peyman Aref and Giti
Pourfazel whaparticipated in a demonstration to protest the attacks in front of the Interior
Ministry in Tehran were arrestéd.

71. In similar attacks in the city of Jahrom in Fars province, at least six women, (mostly
university students) were reportedly stabbemmfrbehind and injured for their immodest
attire. On 28 November 2014, the City Governor of Jahrom announced the arrest of a
suspect. On 5 January 2015, the Court of First Instance sentenced the perpetrator to
execution on charges Gfmoharebeh®

Semiofficial Shabestan news, 19 November 2014, http://www.shabestan.ir/detail/News/418119
Semiofficial Tasnim news, 21 October 20I4tp://www.tasnimnews.com/home/single/534745
A/69/356

http://aftabnews.ir/fa/news/267949/

Deutsch Welle news, 25 October 2014,
http://www.dw.de/%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%B1%DB%8C%D9%86
%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8%D9%BE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B2
%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B2%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%AA%DB%3C
%DA%86%D9%86%D8%AR6D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%AA%D9%87
%D8%AF%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%87
%D8%A2%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%AR6D8%B4%D8%AF/a18020988

Semiofficial Bahar news, 29 November 2014, http://balesys.ir/vdcc44qge.2bgsx8laa2.html
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B. Womenin the budget

72. The proposed draft budget for March 2eMiarch 2016 increases resources for the
Department of Women and Family Affairs by 87 percent (from 7.9 to 15 Billion Tomans).
Fifteen billion toman has been allocated for insurance for female loaiers with
priority given to female headed househotls.

VIIl.  Response from the Islamic Republic of Iran

73. In its response to the present report, the Government of Iran rejected a majority of
the allegations communicated to the mandutiger. It alsoobjected to the Special
RapporteurOs identification of content in legislation currently under consideration as
problematic; stating that is Oa hasty intervention in the sovereign functions of the
governmentO and not corresponding to the Code of Condube)UN Special Procedures.

74. The Government communicated its support for some 65 percent of all
recommendations received during IranOs second Universal periodic Review, including
many which it considers already implemented, either wholly, or in Phad. Government

also communicated its intention to reply to all outstanding communications; to continue
meeting with the Special Rapporteur; and its plans to invite two Special Rapporteurs to
Iran.

75. The Government also communicated its view that trec@pRapporteurOs approach

to gathering information is flawed; stating that Owe do not believe that simply visiting a
number of European countries and writing a report with lengthy addendums jumstviryg
interviews with a limited number of persons igght way to drafta dependableeport.

76. The Special Rapporteur agrees that this approach tdifidotg is less than ideal,

and reiterates his request for a visit to Iran itself. In the meantime, he will continue to
gather information through intéews with Iranians located inside and outside the country
in lieu of a country visit. The Special Rapporteur looks forward to ongoing meetings with
the authorities to further discuss all possibilities for cooperation.

77. The Government also stated timat individuals are prosecuted OsolelyO for relations
with the UN human rights mechanisms, Ounless he/she commits an act that is regarded as a
violation of law such as commission of criminal acts or security offenses.O

78. The Government maintained thatrran laws provides death sentence for crimes
thatinclude largescale trafficking of illicit drugs.O The Government also claim that Iranian
laws shows OleniencyO towards juvenile offenders through the use of a separate court
system for children and by assenent of their capacity to understand their crimes.

79. The Government claimed that Ono one has been arrested for exercising the right to
take part in peaceful assembly,O and that the Islamic Penal Code does not currently
prescribe punishment for potiil acts. The Government maintained, in contradiction to the
Working Group on Arbitrary DetentionOs findings, that no one in Iran is arbitrarily
detained, and that all accused individuals are granted due process and fair trials in
accordance with relevamtomestic law. In this regard, the Government asserted that laws
relating to judgesO conduct and the Bar Association ensure the independence of lawyer and
judges.

% The total proposed budget for the period between March 2015 to March 2015 is 219,000 Billion
Tomans.
% sSemiofficial Salamat news, 30 November 20h#tp://www.sdamatnews.com/news/130757/
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80. The Government also stated that Oprisoners have acceptable levels of access to
medical cae both inside and outside prison. It informs that supervisory boards established
by the Judiciary routinely visit prisons to ensure compliance with national standards. It also
forwarded a welcomed announcement that the Government is currently considering
accession to the UN Convention Against Torture.

81. The Government noted that laws protect expression Oexcept when it is detrimental to
the fundamental principle of Islam or the rights of the public.O It argues that imprisoned
members of the media have coitted OseriousO offenses by propagating lies, Operturbing
public peace of mindO and disseminating content that foment ethnic and religious hatred,
extremism and violence.O It maintained that civil society actors are free and Oextensively
active,0 addindghat Oany form of social activityO by Opolitical party, society or associationO
requires a permit and the observance of laws and regulations.

82. With regard to religious freedom, the government also claimed that the most
important criteria for construetg new places of worship is the number of followers of each
faith, and that the Christian population have more than their per capita share of churches. It
also stated that there is no restriction on Sunni Muslims to attend Shia mosques and vice
versa whichprevent spread of extremism in response to complaints that Sunni Muslims are
not allowed to construct new places of worship.

83. The Government maintained that landmines in the five western provinces of the
country have been planted by the former OregifiraqO during Iramaq war and holds

Iraq and Othose countries that supported her in imposing war on IranO to be responsible for
the landmines.lt maintained that the demining efforts require cooperation Owith
international organizations and other nties,0O which Odespite all our effortsO have led to

no avail. In addition, the Government presented other challenges, including the shortage of
Ospecial demining equipment,O the universal difficulty of locating landmines below 30
centimeters, and sanct®nhat have OobstructedO the GovernmentOs access to Osome high
technologyO in this field.

84. The Government asserted its total rejection of Ohomosexual behaviors,O while
highlighting its support for transgender individudis.response to the sections gender
segregation policies the Government observed thas Gecessary to pay duattentionto

cultural and social grounds for this phenomenon. Observancdslamic Hijab is
mandatory according to our laws.O

Conclusions and Recommendations

85. In his first interim report to the General Assembly in 2011, the Special
Rapporteur highlighted that the outcome of the first cycle of the Islamic Republic of
IranOs UPR provided a Osound basis for collaboration between himself and the
Iranian authorities.O He also stated that he would seek to contribute to the
GovernmentOs efforts to advance the 123 recommendations it accepted to implenient.
The Special RapporteurOs reports since then have focused on the GovernmentOs
progress in addressing laws, policies,na practices identified by the international
human rights mechanisms and during its 2010 UPR, and on identifying emerging
problems.

86. The Special Rapporteur recognizes a number of Government efforts to
implement the 2010 UPR commitments, but regrets #t a majority of them remained
unimplemented by 2014 and that underlying causes of violations highlighted during

% A/66/374
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the UPR and in his 201land biannual 2012, 2013, and 2014 reports remain
unaddressed. Concerns raised during the countryOs 2014 UPR, and by &ipd calls
by the United Nations human rights mechanisms to address violations of civil,
political, economic, social, and cultural rights reflect this reality.

87. The Special Rapporteur reiterates his firm belief that the Government could
significantly improve the countryOs human rights situation by implementing
recommendations made during both UPR cycles, and by the Secreta@eneral, the
Commissioner for Human Rights, the Treaty Bodies, and the Special Procedures.
This includes reconsideringpreviously rejected recommendations to accede to the
Convention against Torture (CAT), the Convention on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), and the two ILO conventions related to
collective bargaining and the formation of unions.

88. High priority should be placed on amending laws and policies that undermine
or violate internationally recognized rights and standards, and that therefore diminish
the GovernmentOs capacity to address concerns highlighted during the review and
presented in this,and other reports produced by the human rights mechanisms. Laws
that render activities legitimate rights under international law as offenses, including
those that restrict the press, criminalize expression, limit access to information and
give rise to the mgoing arrests of civil society actors and members of vulnerable
groups; including religious and ethnic minorities, and laws that apply the death
penalty to offenses not considered to be Omost serious crimesO under international law,
such as drugtrafficki ng, should be rescinded. Moreover, the mandatory use of the
death penalty is not compatible with the fair trial safeguards required under
international law for the application of the death penalty® and should be
reconsidered.

89. Authorities should immediately nullify the death sentences against all political
prisoners and prisoners of conscience, including that of Mr. Soheil Arabi and others,
whose alleged actions do not constitute a serious crime under international law. The
Government should also no¢ that international law and consensus define juvenile
execution as the execution of individuals who were under the age of 18 at the time of
the commission of the relevant crime, not at the time of implementation of the
sentence. He reiterates his call othe Government to officially ban this practice and
align its practices with it obligations under international law. He repeats his call to
enforce a complete moratorium on the death penalty in the meantime. These actions
could drastically reduce executios for non-capital offenses, and better ensure
protections for the right to life.

90. The Government should also expedite the removal of landmines and explosives
that continue to pose a threat to the lives and security of populations located in their
vicinity, enhanceprovisionsfor public education -- particularly for at risk children --
and ensure immediate and nosdiscriminatory access to adequate medical treatment
and pension programs for victims and their families’’

91. The Special Rapporteur welcomesthe release of political prisoners and
prisoners of conscience, butremains concerned about the initial cause for their
prosecution. He echoes the renewed concern of the Special Rapporteur on the
situation of human rights defenders about the GovernmentOsov@rly broad
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In areas where landmines pose a threat to the safety of children, investment must be made to ensure
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interpretationsO of national security and propagation against the State. He calls on
the authorities to release all individuals identified by the WGAD as being arbitrarily
detained, as well as other political prisoners and prisoners of conscice?®

92. The Special Rapporteur further regrets the difficult situation of recognized and
unrecognized religious minorities, and that communities continue to report arrests
and prosecution for worship and participation in religious community affairs,
including in private homes. He urges the authorities to recognize that freedom of
religion or belief entails the freedom to choose a religion or belief, and that measures
restricting eligibility for civil, political, social or economic privileges, or imposing
special restrictions on the practices or manifestations of the beliefs of other faiths
violate the prohibition of discrimination based on religion or belief and the guarantee
of equal protection under article 26 of the ICCPR®

93. The Government should amend laws and policies, and reconsider draft
legislation that infringes on the right to freely associate and assemble with expressive
groups or like-minded individuals, or to promote peaceful ideals and activities. Nen
governmental organizations, includirg unregistered associations, should be allowed to
function freely, and their members should be able to operate in a safe environmefif.
The Special Rapporteur echoes the recommendation made by the Special Rapporteur
on the rights to freedom of peaceful assebly and association that the establishment
of associations should be facilitated by a Onatification procedureO that is Osimple,
easily accessible, nodiscriminatory, and non-onerous or free of charge.t
Furthermore, the right to peaceful assembly Oshodil not be subject to prior
authorization by the authorities, but at the most to a prior notification procedure,
which should not be burdensome,O but the Government should also recognize
spontaneous assemblies as Oexempted from prior notificatiof?0

94. The Special Rapporteur looks forward to observing the impact that
amendments to the Code of Criminal Procedures will have on improving access to
legal counsel, and encourages the Government to guarantee this right for all accused,
regardless of allegations gainstthem He notes that the Government should further
ensure that national laws support the independence of lawyers, in accordance with
international norms and standards, and implores Iran to release all lawyers that
appear to have been imprisoned foprotected activities in defense of their clients, such
as raising awareness about fair trial concern$®®

95. The Special Rapporteur welcomes the prosecution of Mr. Saeed Mortazavi for
his role in facilitating illegal detentions, but notes that such inveggiations and rulings
appear to be exceedingly rare, especially when compared with the high volume of
similar reports about arbitrary detentions, torture and ill -treatment of detainees
emanating from the country. He calls on the authorities to prosecute and
appropriately sentence all officials found responsible for the torture and itreatment

of detainees, in line with Iranian and international law. He also encourages the
Government to address substandard detention conditions previously identified by the
human rights mechanisms, as well as in this and previous reports or that may have
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been identified by its own audit. He further implores the Government to ensure
adequate access to medical treatment in line with international standards.

96. The Special Raporteur further calls on the Government to amend laws that
violate the rights of women, or that undermine their full enjoyment of civil political,
social, and economic rights, including the right work and to freedom from
discrimination, especially ineducdion and the workplace. Draft legislation currently
under consideration that appears to infringe on these rights raises serious concern,
and should be reconsidered.

97. The Special Rapporteur encourages the Government to consider ending its
satellite jamming given its impact on the health of its citizens, and on the right to
access to information. He also calls for the enhancement of policies that govern gender
confirmation surgeries for transgender individuals to ensure the protection of the
right to health of those who may consider such procedures.

98. The 2014 UPR offers all stakeholders an opportunity to reflect on previous
efforts to promote respect for human rights in Iran and provides a platform to explore
opportunities to ameliorate the current stuation. In this regard, the Special
Rapporteur will use the outcome of the countryOs 2014 UPR as a basis for
collaboration between himself and the Iranian authorities, and he will continue to seek
cooperation in the form of dialogue and visits to the couny to further assess the
situation. He also encourages the Government to consider committing to a voluntary
midterm review that may contribute to its ability to advance the pledges that it may
undertake at the outcome of its second UPR in March 2015.
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Annexes

Annex |

[English only]
Supplementaryand Additional Information

2015Report of the SpecialRapporteur on the situation of
human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran to the UN
Human Rights Council

Introduction

1. The Islamic Republicof Iran will provideresponses$o recentlyproposedUniversal
Periodic Review (UPR) recommendationsluring the 28th Sessionof the Human Rights
Councilin March2015.

2. In its Reply to the Draft of the presentReport, the Governmentnoted its
participationin N and supportfor N the 20th Sessionof the UPR in October2014.The
Governmentalso suggestedts supportfor about65 per centof all new recommendations
receivedjncludingmany,whichit considersalreadyimplementedeitherin all orin part.

3. In its Reply, the Governmentalso claimedthat the quantity of recommendationg
acceptss a Osovereigni@sue,andthat analysisof suchby the SpecialRapporteurin the
presenReportis a Odeviation®om his Codeof Conduct.

Methodology

4, In its Redy, the Governmenteiteratedts belief thatthe existenceof the mandateof
the SpecialRapporteuis politically motivatedandillegitimate.

5. The Governmenialsorepeatedts belief that the SpecialRapporteurQgportshave
failed to properly reflea the GovernmentO®sponsesnd communicationsand criticized
the SpecialRapporteurO®portsas containingOholisticand vagueallegations,@nd using
OgeneraindclichZphrases.O

6. It also criticized the relatively short amount of time allotted by the UN for its
responseto Draft Reports.

7. Moreover,the Governmentcriticized the presentReportfor consideringproposed
legislationprior to its adoptionaslaw.

Cooperationwith the mandate holder

8. Despiteits rejection of the basis of the mandate,the Government,in its reply,

pledgedto continuemeetingwith the SpecialRapporteurin New York and Geneva,and

repeated pastannouncemerthatthereareplansto invite two SpecialProceduresnandate
holdersto Iran.

25



A/HRC/28/70

IV. Reprisalsagainstactivists (casegeported sinceJune 2014)

9. On 2 June2014,Mr. SaeedShirzad a child rights activist, wasreportedlydetained
and sentto Ward 209 of Evin Prisonwithout accesso a lawyer or contactwith family.

While no public or formal indictmenthasbeenissuedagainstMr. Shirzad,in August2014
he was reportedly verbally informed of his charges,which include Oassemblyand
collusionGand Opropagandagainstthe system.@\uthorities haveallegedlyjustified these
chargesin part,by claimingthatMr. Shirzadwasin contactwith the SpecialRapporteur.

10. In Septembef014 Mr. MohammadRezaPourjashariwho was originally released
on 23 August 2014 after completing a four-year sentencefor Opropagandagainstthe

system@ndOinsultinghe Supreme_eader,Qvasre-arrestedAuthoritiesallegedlyaccused
him of attemptingto illegally crossthe borderand of maintainingOcontact@ith foreign

nationals. Mr. Pourjshari was reportedly also accusedof contact with the Special
Proceduresluring his arrestand subsequeninvestigation Reportsindicatethatmembersof

his family havesincebeensummonedor questioningoy authorities.On 7 February2015,
Mr. Pourjasharireportedly embarkedon a hunger strike to protestthe lack of clarity

surroundinghis detertion.

11. On 21 Septembel014,Ms. AtenaDaemi,a humanrights activistwho hasworked
on childrenOwssueswasreportedlyarrestecby the IRGC (RevolutionaryGuards),andhas
sincebeendetainedin Ward 209 of Evin Prison..Although official chargesN if any N
againsther remainunclear,sheis reportedlyfacing chargesof Opropagandagainstthe
system,O0acting against national security,Oand maintaining Oillegal contact with
foreigners.GBhe has reportedly been specifically accusedby investigatingauthorities of
communicatingvith the SpecialRapporteur.

12.  On 25 October2014, Mr. MohammadAli Taheri a spiritual leader,proponentof
alternativemethodsof healing,andthe founderof the Erfan e-Halgheh(inter-universalism)
movement,embarkedon a hunger strike to protest his detention conditions and the
impendingadditionof the capitalchargeof efsadfel-arz (Ocorruptioron EarthOJo his case
file. Mr. Taheriis currently servinga five-year prison sentencefor Oblasphemyénd was
alsoconvictedof Oimproperlyttouching[the wrists]Oof femalepatients,Qinterferingn the
medical sciences,Garning illegitimate funds, distributing audiovisual materials, and
improperly using medicaltitles. Mr. TaheriOsiew chargeis reportedlyrelated,in part, to
authorities@laim that he hasattemptedcontactwith the SpecialRapporteurMr. Taheriis
reportedlyin poorhealth,duein partto his recenthungerstrikes. He wasapparentlymoved
to aslightly improvedcell in late November afterwhich point he shifted to a partialhunger
strike, but authoritiescontinueto hold him in solitary confinementasthey havesincehis
initial detentionin 2011.Mr. TaheriO#gial is scheduledor 25 February2015at Branch26
of TehranORevolutionary court basedon the chargeof efsad fel-arz (Ocorruptionon
EarthO) According to Mr. Alizadeh TabatabaOeMr. TaheriOsawyer, OMr. Taheri was
initially chargedwith Ocorruptioron EarthGduring his first trial in 2011, but the court
changedthe chargeto Oblasphemydid sent [the original charge]back to the Office of
Prosecutorfor further investigation. Recently, [that charge] has been returnedto the
court.&*

13. Mr. BehnamEbrahimzadeha child and labor rights activist who was originally
arrestedin connectionwith his activities in June2010, was reportedlyforcibly takento
courton 3 December2014 (after having previouslyrefusedto attendhis courtsessionjand
accusedy authoritiesof contactingthe SpecialProceduresf the HumanRightsCouncilas
well asanoppositiongroup.Mr. Ebrahimzadehvassentencedo anadditional9.5 yearsin

194 http://www.tashimnews.com/Home/Single/647556
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prison on severalcharges,including Oassemblyand collusion againstthe systemCand
Opropagandagainstthe system.®le wasalreadyservingthe fourth of a five-yearsentence
for Oassembly;ollusion, and propagandagainstthe system.G4e was thentransferredto
Section2 of RajaOShahrPrison,which reportedlyhousesviolent criminals,andwasforced
to sleepon the floor. Mr. Ebrahimzadethasalsoreportedlyembarkedon multiple hunger
strikes,includingonein Decembe014,to protestprisonconditionsaswell ashisinability
to obtainfurloughto attendto the medicalneedsof his sonNima, who hasleukemia.

14.  Mr. Hadi Esmaeilzadeha formermemberof the Defendersoof Human RightsCentre
(DHRC) who wasreportedlyconvictedin July 2014 for Opropagandagainstthe systemO
throughmembershign an Oillegalorganization"and Oassemblgnd collusion againstthe
system.Q\pparently he was recently accusedby authoritiesfor communicatingwith the
UN HumanRightsCouncil }°°

15. In its reply to the Draft of this Report, the Governmentof Iran denied that
individuals are prosecutedOsolelyGor relations with UN human rights mechanisms,
Ounleske/shecommitsan actthatis regarde asa violation of law suchascommissionof
criminal actsor securityoffenses.O

Overview of civil and political rights

Right to life

16. On 24 Septembe014, authoritiesconfirmedthe executionof Mr. MohsenAmir
Aslani, who was originally convicted in 2007 on chargesincluding Oheresy,@immoral
acts,Gand insulting Jonah,an Islamic prophet.Mr. Aslani, a psychologistand religious
teacherby backgroundhad apparentlyimplied in one of his classeghatit may not have
beenphysicallypossiblefor Jonahto havebeeneatenby a whaleandthento haveescaped
from the belly of that samewhale, as certainreligious traditionshold. Iranian authorities
claimthatMr. Aslaniwashangedor committingrape’°® andnotfor insultingthis religious
figure. In an open letter family membershave disputed the basesof this charge,
highlighting potential discrepanciesn timing and inconsistenciesn evidenceoffered by
authorities.

17. On 25 October2014, authoritiesexecutedMs. Reyhanehlabbari,despiterepeated
callsfor the stayof her executiort®” by internationalhumanrights organizationsincluding
UN humanrights mechanismsMs. Jabbariwasconvictedof murderinga mansheclaimed
had tried to sexually assaulther prior to the incidentin question.Concernswere raised
aboutdue processandfair trial violationsin the case.Underlranianlaw, the family of the
victim of a murderis entitled to retaliatory action (Qjisag)).The family of the murdered
individual in this caserefusedto pardonMs. Jabbari and officials did not override this
decision. Judicial authoritieshave claimed that Ms. Jabbariwas granteda fair trial, as
evidencedby the length of time of her appealsprocess;and that they attemptedin good
faith, butwithout successto convincethe Oheir®f the bloodQto pardonher.

18. In its reply to the Draft Report, the Governmentreiteratedits achievementsn
combatingdrug trafficking, and also claimed that it consistentlyseeksto minimize the
implementationof the deathpenalty. The Governmenthighlightedwhat it describesas a
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lack of Ointernationatonsensus'tegardingthe abolition the death penalty, but did not
directly addresghe fact that neitherexecutiondor drug trafficking nor juvenile executions
arepermissibleby internatonalconsensus.

19. On or around 20 February2015, Mr. SamanNaseem,a juvenile offender, was
seeminglyexecuted althoughauthoritieshave not yet confirmedthis108 Mr. Nasim was
arrestedbn 17 July 2011at the ageof seventeerffior allegedlyengagingn anarmedconflict
that led to the deathof a memberof IranOsRevolutionaryGuard. While detainedby the
Intelligence Ministry, he was reportedlytortured and forced to sign a confessionwhile

wearinga blindfold. It wasreportedthatinterrogatorspulledout his finger andtoe nailsand
beathim on his back,legs,andabdomenin January2012,he wassentencedo deathby the
Revolutionary Court of Mahabadon chargesof moharebeh(sometimestranslatedas
Oenmitywith GodOand sometimesas Odrawinga weaponto the populacewith intent to

instill fearO)and efsadfel-arz (Ocorruptioron earthO)The SupremeCourt overturnedthe
convictionstatingthe RevolutionaryCourtlackedjurisdictionto try Mr. Naseenmashe was
lessthan 18 yearsold at the time of the allegedoffense.A retrial washeld in April 2013
whereBranchTwo of the Criminal Court of the West AzerbaijanProvincesentencedr.

Naseemto deathwithout referenceto the SupremeCourt holding. In December2013,the
SupremeCourt reportedlyupheldMr. Naseem@sxecutionsentencd.09 In its reply to the
Draft Report,the Governmentconfirmed that Mr. Naseemwas tried at Branch 2 of the
Criminal Court basedon chargesof Oarmedction againstthe Islamic Republic of Iran
country by membershipin bannedPJAK terrorist group and taking part in an armed
terrorist attack againstmilitary forces that causedthe deathand injury of a numberof

military personnel.@he Governmenstatedtherewerefive judgespresidingover the trial,

andit was after hearingOdefese argumentsy him and his lawyersand exhaustiorof all

legal remedies@hat Mr. Naseemwas sentencedo death.In November2014, headof the
JudiciaryMr. SadeghAmoli Larijani defendedhe practiceof executingjuvenile offenders
oncethey comeof age:O[Theallegationof] the executionof juveniles[in Iran] underthe
ageof 18[is] completelyfalse.We, however,donOhavea reasorto ignorethe heirsto the
bloodright of gisas[retributionin kind] whena personthatwas17.5yearsold at the time
of thecrimeturns25.A10

20. In December2014,in additionto Mr. Naseemauthoritieshad allegedlythreatened
nine other prisoners awaiting execution in Urumia Prison with expediting the
implementationof their sentencedn retaliation for participatingin the hunger strike:
Messrs.Ali Afshari, Habib Afshari, BehrouzAlkhani, MohammadAbdollahi, SayedSami
Hosseini, SayedJamalMohammadi,Sirvan Nejavi, Ebrahim Rezapour,and Ali Ahmad
Soleimanlll

21. On 18 February2015, Messrs.YounesAghayan,Habibollah Afshari, Ali Afshari,
Sirwan Najavi, and Ebrahim Shapouriwere reportedlytransferredfrom Urumia Prisonto
anunknownlocation112

22.  Messrs.Ali and Habib Afshari had beenarrestedin December2010in the West
Azerbaijan Province and transferredto Mahaad and Urumia Detention Centers,where
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they were allegedly held incommunicaddor four months,interrogated,and tortured113

Ali and Habib Afshari were reportedlychargedwith moharebel{sometimedranslatedas
Oenmitywith GodOand sometimesas Odrawinga weaponto the populacewith intent to

instill fearO)through Opropaganda@xctivities and membershipin a State opposition
party114 0On 5 December2011,they weretried at the MahabadRevolutionaryCourt, and
werereportedlyinformedon 16 January2012 that they had beensentencedo death.The

SupremeCourt has since upheld the sentencel15 On 22 April 2014, their execution
sentencesverereportedlycommunicatedo UrumiaPrisonO8ffice for the Implementation
of Sentence416 Throughoutthe entirejudicial processthey wereallegedlynot allowedto

choosetheir lawyerandinsteadwereassignedourtappointedepresentatiod 17

Fair trial standards

23. Inits Reply,the Governmentnaintainedhatall accusedndividualsaregrantedthe
full right to a fair trial, dueto the existenceof N andin accordancevith N due process
laws.

24. On 4 January2015, Iranian authoritiesreportedlyarrested33 Baluchi residentsof
SarbazVillage (SistanandBaluchistanProvince),in relationto recentincidentsin the area
Theseincidentsincludethereporteddeathsof MessrsissaShahrakiand AdhamSabourion
1 January?2015,which someofficials describedascriminal or terroristacts.On 21 February
2015, the families of Messrs.Edris BaladeheeAmin Raeesi,Omid Bahramzehi, Bashir
Baladehee Abu Bakr Molazehi, SattarBahramzehi, Amin, YoussefBahramzehi, Amer
Gahramzehi,and DavoudBahramzehiwrote a letter to the UN SecretaryGeneralandthe
SpecialRapporteuion the situationof humanrightsin the Islamic Repubic of Iran stating
their family membersveredetainedncommunicadmverthe previousfew months.In their
letter, they rejectedauthorities@llegationsand expresseaoncernregardingthe detaineesO
allegedlack of accessto lawyers and fair trials. The family memberspointed out the
contradictiongn the OofficialGaccountof eventsandprovidedan alibi for eachpersonand
demandedheir release Relativesand friends of Messrs.MosayebVatankhahand Farhad
Bahramzehi, who were also reportedlyamongstthe group initially arrested havevoiced
similar concerngo authoritiesandUN officials.

Freedomfrom arbitrary detention

25. Between2012 and 2014, the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention (WGAD)
issuedtenopinionsregardingthe detentionof 13 Iranians.Theyincludethe aforementioned
oppositionleadersalongwith severaljournalists,lawyers,a Christianpastor,anda student
activist. The Governmenbnly respondedo threeof the WGADOdgen communicationsln
its Opinions,the WGAD concludedthat all individuals appearto have beendetainedfor
exercisingtheir rightsto freedomof expressionppinion,religion, belief, or associationand
encouragedhe governmentto immediately releaseindividuals chargedwith peacefully
exercisingfundamenral freedomsandto compensat¢hemfor their arbitrarydetentionMs.
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Nasrin Soutodehwas releasedprior to the expiration of her sentenceand Mr. Bahman
Ahmadi AmoueeandMr. KiarashKamraniwerereleasedollowing the completionof their
sentencedNone of the otherindividualshasbeenreleaseor compensatedgsrecommended
by theWGAD.

26. GreenMovementleadersandformer presidentiatandidatedr. Mehdi Karoubiand
Mr. Mir HosseinMousavi alongwith Ms. ZahraRahnavardMr. MousaviOsvife, have
been under housearrestsince February2011. On 29 August 2012, the United Nations
Working Group on Arbitrary Detention(WGAD) issuedan Opinion concerningthe case
and statedthat the Iranian governmentdid not only violate Ointernationahumanrights
laws, but also Iranian laws on the subjectCby detainingthem. The WGAD judged the
deprivationof their liberty to be arbitrary and requestedhat the Governmenteleasethem
and accordthem with Oanenforceableright to compensation’® In February2013, the
Special Rapporteuioined the Chair of the Working Groupon Arbitrary Detentionandthe
SpecialRapporteuron the rights to freedomof peacefulassemblyand of associatiorin a
statementalling for theirimmediateandunconditionareleasé?®

27. MessrsKaroubiandMousaviandMs. Rahvanardavecalledon authoritiesto grant
them a public trial by a competentcourt, in accordancewith the Constitution:*°
ParlimentarianMr. Ali Motahari has also repeatedlycalled on Governmentofficials to
addresghe housearrest'*! On 7 October2014, Mr. Motaharideclaredthe housearrestto
be without judicial warrantandunconstitutionalln addition, he criticized the commentsof
officials who predicted,prior to due processof law, that the sentencevould be heavy,or
possibly execution:*? Mr. Motahari also called for a public trial-by-jury, in accordance
with the Constitution,andfor the Opunishmentéd officials responsibldor the continuation
of the housearrest.He maintainedthat the Presidentwho is alsothe headof the Supreme
National SecurityCouncil, is responsibldior the implementatiorof the Constitution*?* An
administrationspokespersomespondedby statingthat it is OnotindifferentOtoward this

issue butno actionhasyet beentaken*?*

28. On 31 December2014, the headof Judiciary, Mr. SadeghLarijani, declaredthe
housearrestto be constitutionaland in accordancewith the SupremeNational Security
Council Act. Accordingto Mr. Larijani, the Judiciary hastwo considerationsn deciding
whetherto hold a trial in this case:a SupremeNational SecurityCouncil Act regardingthe
housearrestof Oseditionists(a term usedby some officials to describethe post2009
presidentialelection protesters)leadersand Otheexplicit commentsof some seditionist
agerts statingthatthey do not careaboutthe outcomeof anytrial, andjust wanta platform
to havetheir say.&° Family membersarereportedlyconcernedegardingthe conditionsof

the housearrestandthe lack of medicalcareavailableto the individuals?®

29. Reportssurfacedthatthe Prosecutor(3ffice allegedlypledgedthe furlough of Mr.
AbdolfattahSoltaniif his family postedbail of onebillion toman.The family attemptedo
postthe bail in August2014,yet the Prosecutor@ffice failed to grantthe furlough.On 19
November2012, the WGAD adoptedan Opinion concerningMr. Abdolfattah Soltani,
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humanrights lawyer and co-founderof the Defendersof HumanRights Centre(DHRC),

deemingthe deprivationof his liberty to be Oarbitrary@ndencouragedhe Governmento

Otakenecessargtepsto remedythe situation,which include his immediaterelease. 3’ Mr.

Soltani was reportedly arrestedon 10 September2011, and on 4 March 2012 the
RevolutionaryCourtsentencedhim to 18 yearsin prisonanda 20-yearbanfrom practicing
law on chargesof Oformingor runninga group or associatioroutsideor insidethe country
which seeksto underminethe security of the country,0Oassemblwand collusion against
nationalsecurity,propagandagainstthe system,@nd Oearimg illegitimate assets.@n

appealthe sentencevasreducedtio13 yearsimprisonmentMr. Soltaniis currentlyserving
his sentence He has reportedly contractednumerousillnessesand suffers from heart
complications. Despite his ongoing medical issues,to date, he has been deprived of

furloughor accesdo specializechealthcareoutsideprison.

30. In September2014, Ayatollah KazemeyniBoroujerdi was reportedly threatened
with executionif he continuedto authorletterswhile detained Mr. BoroujerdiOghysical
healthis reportedlydeterioratingandhe suffersfrom diabetesasthmapParkinsonQdisease,
kidneyandheartproblemsandcollapsedrequently.in February2014,prisonmedicalstaff
reportedlysaid he requiredhospitalizationoutsideof the prison. During his eight yearsin
prison, Ayatollah Boroujerdi hasbeenhospitalizedon three occasionsMr. Boroujerdi, a
dissidentShiOaleric and was arrestedin 2006 due to his advocacyof the separatiorof
religion andstate.In 2007 hewasgiventhe deathsentencdy a SpecialClerical Court. The
deathsentencevaslaterreducedo an11yearprisonsentenct&®

31. Studentactivist Mr. Arash Sadeghiwas reportedly arrestedat his office on 6
September2014 and hassince beenheld in Ward 2A of Evin Pris;n. Mr. Sadeghiwas
previously releasedfrom prison in 2013 after servingtime for Opropagandagainstthe
system@ndOassemblgndcollusionagainsthe state.O

32. In DecembeR014,Mr. Amir Hekmati, in anopenletter,appealedo the headof the

Judiciary and the Intelligence Minister regarding Olackof progressGn his case and

threatenedo embarkon hungerstrike in protest'*® On 23 December2014, Mr. Hekmati

temporarilysuspendedhe hungerstrike that he beganon 18 Decemberafter Evin Prison
officials agreedto take measuresvith the Oappropriatéranian governmentauthoritiesQo

revisit the case*** Mr. Amir Hekmatj who was reportedlyarrestedn August2011when

visiting relativesin Iran from the United States,was initially sentencedo deathby the

RevolutionaryCourton chargesof Ocooperatiowith anenemyState, @membershim the

CIA,Omoharebel{sometimesranslatedas Oenmitywith GodGandsometimesas Odrawing
a weaponto the populacewith intentto instill fearO)and mofsedfel-arz (Oorruption on

earthOjn January2012.The sentencavasoverturnedby the SupremeCourtin March 2012
andthe casewasorderedto retrial*** Mr. Hekmatihasmaintainedhe chargego be based
Osolelyon confessionsobtained by force, threats, miserable prison conditions, and

prolongedperiodsof solitary confinement.88” In April 2014, Mr. Hekmatiwas reportedly
sentencedo 10 yearsin prison,a sentencewhich is currently being appealed® In 2013,
the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention (WGAD) deemedMr. HekmatiOsdetention
arbitraryandcalledfor hisimmediaterelease.
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33.  In October2014,Branch36 of the Iranian SupremeCourtaccepteda requestor the
retrial of academicand scientistMr. Omid Kokabee Mr. Kokabeewas a postdoctoral
studentat the University of Texasat Austin in the United Statesat the time of his arrestin
January2011. He initially was chargedand sentencedfor Ocooperatingvith enemy
state[s].OThe SupremeCourt overturnedthis conviction on the basis that the Islamic
Republicof Iranis not officially at war with any other country. The SpecialRapporteur
welcomal the SupremeCourtdecisionandechoedthe hopeof dozensof Nobel Laureates,
expressedin an open letter dated September2014, advocating for Mr. Kokabe&s
immediateandunconditionalreleaseln DecembeR014,161 Iranianacademicslsosigned
apetition calling for urgentmedicalattentionandjudicial review of Mr. Kokabe&3 caseIn
January2015, Branch54 of the TehranAppealsCourt re-confirmedhis original sentence,
disregardingthe SupremeCourtOgrior ruling, and, accordingto Mr. KokabeeORwyer,
contraveningestablishedproceduresregardingcases,overturnedby the SupremeCourt.
Advocatesfor Mr. Kokabeeclaim that his detentionis based,partially on his refusa to
work for anorganizatiorwithin the Iraniansecurityapparatus.

34. In February2015, Azerbaijanirights activist Mr. Ali RezaOwas arrested At the

time of this writing, his whereaboutsr chargesN if anyN wereunknown®3*

Independenceof lawyers

35. In October2010,humanrights defenderand cofounderof the Defendersof Human
Rights Center(DHRC), Mr. MohammadSeifzadehwas sentencedyy the Revolutionary
Courtto nineyearsin prisonandbannecdhim from practicinglaw for ten yearsfor Oacting
againstnationalsecuritythroughestablishinghe Defendersof HumanRights Center.QMr.
Seifzadehwasalsoreportedlyarrestedn April 2011in Urmia (WestAzerbaijanProvince)
for allegedly attemptingto exit the countryillegally, apparentlyleadingto a secondcase
againsthim. It was reportedthat an AppealsCourt eventuallyreducedhis 2010 sentence
from nine-yearsto two-years.Mr. Seifzadehservedhis two-year sentenceuntil 25 March
2013* whereprior to the completionof his sentencea third cae wasbroughtagainstim.
In March 2013, Mr. Seifzadehwas chargedwith Oassemblynd collusion againstthe
system@or reportedlyOwritingcritical lettersto former PresidenKhatamiandfor signing
severalgroupstatementsvhile in prison.Qt is claimedthathis letterincludedallegationsof
rightsviolationswithin thejudicial system.The additionalsix-yearsentencevasreportedly
confirmedin October2013.0n 8 January2015,Ms. FatemehGolzar,Mr. SeifzadehQgife,
reportedthat he is in needof urgentmedicalcare. Physiciansat the RajaeO8hahrPrison
Infirmary have reportedly confirmed that he requires an ultrasound to investigate
complaintsof kidney pain. To datehe hasnot beengrantedaccesgo appropriatemedical
treatment.

36. On6 August2014,it wasreportedthatMr. MassoudShafiee a humanrightslawyer
who representedhree Americanhikers that were detainedin Iran in 2009 on chargesof
Oespionageghd OillegalentryQinto the country, currently facesa foreign travel ban and
pressire by authorities.Six days after the releaseof two of the hikers on 21 September
2011, securityforcesconducteda searchof Mr. ShafieeOsomeand detainechim in Evin
Prisonwherehe wasallegedlyinterrogatedor severahoursregardingrepresentatio of the
hikers and another case involving union activists Mr. Reza Shahabiand Mr. Rasoul
Bodaghi.Mr. Shafieereportedlyattemptedto leavethe country the following week. His
passportwas allegedly confiscatedat the airport and he was informed of a foreign travel
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banplacedagainsthim. His potentialclientsalsoreportedlyface pressureby authoritiesto
cancelagreementsetaininghim astheir attorney*>°

37. On180ctober2014,Branch2 of the Lawyers@isciplinary Courtat the IranianBar
Association allegedly under pressurefrom Intelligence agencies,banned Ms. Nasrin
SotoudeHrom practicinglaw for threeyears.Ms. Sotoudetbegananindefinite sit-in on 21
October2014 at the Bar Associationin Tehranto protestthe ruling, andin protestof the
generalstateof legal representatioin Iran. Shewasarrestedand detainedfor a few hours
on 25 Octoberandagainon 10 December2014**” Ms. Sotoudehwasoriginally sentenced
to six yearsin prisonon chargesof spreadingOpropagandagainstthe system@ndOacting
againstnationalsecurityGn Septembe2010 and was releasedwithout formal pardonor
furloughon 18 SeptembeR013.

38. In SeptembeR010Ms. Sotoudehwas chargedand sentencedo six yearsin prison
for spreadingOpropagandagainstthe sysemQand Oactingagainstnationalsecurity.(8he
was releasedwithout formal pardonor furlough on 18 Septembe2013. Allegedly, under
pressurefrom intelligence agencies,on October 18 2014, Branch 2 of the Lawyers
Disciplinary Court at the Iranian Bar Association sentencedvis. Sotoudehto a threeyear
banfrom practicinglaw. On 21 October2014Ms. Sotoudehbegana sit-in in protestof her
sentenceandthe generalstateof the Iranianlegal professionShewasarrestecanddetained
for afew hourson both 25 October2014and10 Decembe014.%®

Detention conditions and treatment of prisoners

i. Inadequate segregation and access to medical treatment: Urumia, Minab Evin,
Tabriz RajaeQi Shahr, Karoun, Dezfoul , Yasouj, and Evin Prisons

39. Ward 8 of Evin Prisonis reportedly overcrowdedand prisonersallegedly suffer
from unsanitaryconditionsandpoor nutrition. The maximumprisonercapacityfor Ward 8
is 500, but at least800 individuals are reportedlydetainedthere. The lack of spaceforces
manyprisonersto sleeponthefloor andin the hallways.

40. Many prisonersare reportedly deprived of their right to receive proper medical
treatmentin medical clinics and hospitals outside the prison despite urgently needing
medicalcare.In 2013the Supreme.eaderendorsedEid Al-Fetr (QAmnestyPledgeOyhich
wasdraftedby the Headof the Judiciary.The Pledgestatedthatthe remainingsentencesf
prisonersdiagnosedby the Medical Examiner OfficeOsCommissionas suffering from
serious chronic diseaseswould be pardoned® However, despite the Pledge, many
prisonergdiagnosedssufferingfrom seriouschronicdiseasesemainincarcerated.

41. In November2014, prisonersat Minab (HormozganProvince)and Urmia (West
AzerbaijanProvince)Prisonsembarkedon hunger strikes,calling for immediateaccesdo
medicalcare,andfor the separatiorof prisonersby crimescommitted.Prisonerswverealso
reportedly protesting alleged threatsto expedite the implementationof the execution
sentencesof severalprotestersN including the death sentenceof convicted juvenile
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offender Mr. SamanNasim N as well as threats of Oprisorin-exileO transfers and
sentenceghreatsto addnew chargego casefiles, andthreatsto arrestfamily membersl40

42. On 20 November2014,at least 24 Kurdish prisonersin Ward 12 of Urmia Central
Prison(in the West AzerbaijanProvince)reportedlybegana hungerstrike protestingthe
insufficientsegregatiorof prisonershatcommittedcivil crimesfrom thosethatcommitted
violentones.Reportedy, prisonerswho participatedn the hungerstrike weresummonedo
the IntelligenceOffice and threatenedvith new chargestransferto solitary confinement,
andwith havingfamily membersarrestedOn 9 Decembe2014,the PrisonOspecialguard
forces allegedly surroundedWard 12 and threatenedto attack the prisonersif they
continuedthe hungerstrike.

43. As of 16 December2014,27 prisonersat Urmia Prisonwere reportedlyon hunger
strike.On 22 Decembe2014,26 of the prisonersreportedlyendedther hungerstrike after
prison authorities committeeto addresstheir demands,including separatingprisoners
accordingto crime committed and to stop harassingprisoners@amily members.Mr.

Masoud Shamsinejad,a Kurdish human rights lawyer, had joined the strike on 10
December2014. In its responseto the Draft Report, the GovernmentmaintainedMr.

ShamsinejadOsentencewas in accordancewith provisions of the Islamic Penal Code
dealingwith Opropaganda@activitiesagainstthe Government@Articles 19 and 211). In

addition, the Governemenstatedthat denial of Mr. ShamsinejadQetition for appealwas
in compliancewith the Penalcode(Article 500). Thus,therewasno infringementuponhis
dueprocessights.

44.  Two of the prisonerson hungerstrike, Mr. JafarMirzaei and Mr. Arafat Asghari,
werereportedlyalsoreleasedrom prisonuponcompletiontheir six-month sentencesMr.
Mansour Arvand, a Kurdish prisonerawaiting execution,was reportedly transferredto
MahabadPrison.

45.  Mr. RezaRasoulireportedlybegana hungerstrike on 11 November2014protesting
Urmia PrisonOmsufficient medical care. He remainedon hungerstrike for 49 days.Mr.
RasouliOkealthis deterioratingandheis in critical condition.He suffersfrom bronchitis,a
pelvic tumor, osteoporosishruisedlegs,anda lung infection. Prisonauthoritiesreportedly
agreedo transferhim to a hospital.

46. The health condition of Mr. Afshin Sohrabzadeha Kurdish prisoner from the
Kermanshalprovinceimprisonedin exile at Minab Prison (HormozganProvince),is also
reportedly in critical condition. Prison physicians have reportedly diagnosed Mr.
Sohrabzadehwvith cancerrequiring urgentcare.On 9 November2014, Mr. Sohrabzadeh
was reportedly found unconsciousand taken to a hospital in Minab. His physician
requestedVlr. Sorabzadeh@mmediatetransferto a properly equippedhospitalin Bandar
Abbas. Prison officials at the Minab Prosecutor'®Office allegedly rejectedthe request,
compelledthe hospitalto releasehim, and deniedhim medical furlough. It was reported
thatMr. Sohrabzadelwenton hungerstrike to protestthe officialsCconductandthe denial
of his medical care upon his returnto prison. On the fifth day of his hungerstrike, he
reportedlywas put in solitary confinementat Minab Prisonand askedto end his hunger
strike. Although Mr. Sohrabzadeheportedly ended his strike on 12 December2014,
concernremainsover his healthconditionandaccesgo medicalcare.lt is alsonotedthat
on 3 July 2013, Mr. Sohrabzadehepotedly attemptedsuicidein protestof his transfer
from the SanandaCentralPrisonto exile in Minab Prison.
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47. Mr. Ali Moradi, anotherKurdish prisonerin-exile at Minab Prison, suffers from
heartdiseaseMr. Moradi objectedto the delayin Mr. SohrabadehOmedicaltreatmentin
response,prison authorities allegedly beat Mr. Moradi and place him in solitary
confinementwherehewasreportedlykeptfor 22 days.

48.  Authorities allegedly also threatenedMessrs.Ali Afshari, MohammadAbdollahi,
and Sama Nasim, who were all awaiting execution, that they would expedite the
implementationof their sentencesf they continued with their hunger strike. On 10
December/ntelligenceofficials allegedlyrequestedsamanNasimOgamily to demandhe
end his hunger strike, or else have his execution sentenceimmediately imminently
implementedl41

49. Ms. BaharehHedayat,a former memberof the Central Council and Spokesperson
for the nationwidestudentorganizationDaftar-e Tahkime Vahdat was sentencedo ten
yearsin prison (she received9.5 yearsin July 2010 and an additional 6 monthsin
November 2011)}*? on charges of Oinsulting the Supreme Leader,O0Qinsulting the
President,@nd Oactingagainstnationalsecurityand publishingfalsehoods.Ms. Hedayat
is currenty serving her sentencein the womenOsvard of Evin Prison. She reportedly
suffersfrom seriousgynecologicalmedical conditions.Doctors reportedlybelieve that if
her treatmentis delayed,she may becomeinfertile. Ms. Hedayatreportedly underwent
surgeryrelatedto theseissuesduring herlastmedicalfurlough,on 27 July 2014. However,
dueto allegedrefusalby the Office of Prosecutoto extendherfurlough, Ms. Hedayatwas
forced to returnto prison on the sameday, immediatelyfollowing her surgery,without
receivingnecessaryostsurgicalcare.

50. On20August2012,JudgeSalavatisentencedhe groupOHumarRightsActivists in

IranGro five yearsandsix monthsin prisonon chargesof Oassemblgnd collusionagainst
the systemGand Omembershifn the illegal group Human Rights Activists in Iran.0.A

memberof the group sentencedMr. YousefPour Seifi, hasbeenservinghis sentencan

Ward 350 of Evin Prisonsince8 Septembe20121*° Mr. Seifi suffersfrom pre-existing
medicalconditionsincluding chronic high blood pressureand severeheartarrhythmia(one
arteryis clogged60 percentand the other 30 percent.) Mr. Seifi also suffersfrom retina
disorderandis reportedlylosingvisionin hisleft eye.

51. Ms. NasimAshrafi, a BahaGiitizen, wassentencedon 19 October2013to oneyear
in prisonon chargesof Opropagandagainstthe system@or organizingBahaOisralasses.
Ms. Ashrafiis currentlyservingher oneyearprisonsentencén the womenOsvard of Evin
Prison,Shehassuffered in the pastfrom anaphylacticshock,and thereare concernsthat
shecould facethe sameissueagainif not treatedproperly.Mrs. Ashrafi recentlyreceived
temporarysuspensiomf hersentencen medicalgrounds However,shewasre-arrestecy
securityforcesallegedy interruptingher treatmentMrs. AshrafiOsliseaseand the lack of
medicalcarewhile imprisonedhaveled the Medical ExaminerO8ffice to issuean opinion
statingMrs. AshrafiOsmprisonmenis physicallyOntolerableO

52. Ms. ShamisMohair, a BahaOieportedlyimprisonedfor organizinggroupprayersjs
servingher oneyearsentencdor "propagandagainstthe system@n the womenOward of
Evin Prison. When Ms. Mohajer reported to prison, she was undergoinga medical
evaluationto determinef shehad uterinecancer.The Prisonhealthfacility reportedlydoes
not have a gynecologiston staff, and authoritieshave allegedly refusedto transferMs.
Mohajerto a hospitalfor medicalcare.Shereportedlyalso sufferersfrom chronic uterine
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bleeding, fatigue, and weight loss. It was recently reportedthat authoritiesagreedto a
transferherto a hospitalfor a surgicalbiopsy,but no datefor suchtransferhasbeenset.

53. Ms. MotaharehBahrami,the wife of Mr. DaneshpouMoghadam was arrestedon
27 Decanber 2009 and sentencedio 15 yearsin prison for allegedly supporting the
Mojahedine-Khalq Organization.Mrs. Bahramiis serving her sentencen the womenQOs
ward of Evin Prisonand suffersfrom advancedheumatoidarthritis, which hasreportedly
contribuedto severdifficulty with mobility.***

54. Mr. AmanollahMostaghimis servinga five-year sentenceat RajaedShahrPrison
for collaboratingwith the Baha'ilnstitutefor Higher Education** He wasallowedmedical
furloughto addressssuesrelatedto his heartdiseaseébut wasreportedlyreturnedto prison
in August 2014.His physician objectedand reportedly statedthat Mr. Mostaghimwas
physicallyunableto endurehis sentence.

55. Mr. Latif Hassani,an Azerbaijani minority political activist and Secretay of the
YeniGamohParty,wasreportedlyarrestedon 22 January2013in Karaj (Alborz Province)
and transferredto the Tabriz Intelligence Office. On 29 April 2013, Branch 3 of the
RevolutionaryCourt of Tabriz sentencechim, alongsideMessrs.Mahmoud Fazli, Ayat
Mehrali Beiglou, ShahramRadmehrand BehboudGholizadehto nine-yearsimprisonment
on chargesof establishingan illegal group and Opropagandagainstthe system.O He
reportedlysuffersfrom heartdiseaseandis in immediateneedof medical attention. Mr.

Hassaniwas transferredfrom Tabriz Prison (East Azerbaijan Province)to Evin Prison
(TehranProvince)and then to RajaeOShahrPrison on 26 June 2014, after 52 days of

hunger strike. During interrogationsat the Tabriz Intelligence Office, Mr. Radmehr
reportedlyfell unconsciousddue to psychologicalpressureand was hospitalizedfor three
days.In 2011, he reportedlysuffereda heartattack,allegedlydue to torture and physical
pressurexperiencedvhile in detentionin 2010.His long-term hungerstrike hasreportedly
weakenechis physicalcondition. Officials at both Tabriz Prisonand RajaeDShahrPrison
(Alborz Province)allegedlypreventechis medicalfurlough.

56. Azeri political activist, Mr. Shahram Radmehr held in Tabriz Prison (East
AzerbaijanProvince),was recently grantedmedical furlough. However, he is reportedly
being preventedfrom leaving the prison. Mr. Radmehrreportedly suffers from medical
issuesincluding arthritis, severeheadachesand stomachulcers. In August 2014, Mr.
Radmehmwastransferredrom Tabriz Prisonto Meshkin ShahrPrison(Ardebil Province).
Beforehis transfer the Tabriz Medical ExaminerO8ffice reportedlyconfirmedthathe was
in urgent need of medical treatmentand should be provided medical furlough. Prison
officials, allegedlyopposedvr. Radmehr'snedicalfurloughandinsteadtransferrechim to
Meshkin ShahrPrison. After two months,and despitehis family's persistentpursuit of
furloughin accordancevith procedurejudicial officials of Meshkin ShahrPrisonhavenot
facilitatedadequat@cces$o medicalcare.

57.  Mr. Mohsen DaneshpourMoghadamwas arrestedon 27 December2009 and
sentencedo executionfor allegedlysupportingthe Mojahedine-Khalg Organization Mr.
Moghadam, currently serving his sentencein Ward 350 of Evin Prison, suffers from
Alzheimer'sdiseaseHe reportedlyalso suffersfrom atherosclerosisiyhich hasapparently
alsocontributedto the deterioratiorof his condition.

58. Mr. RasoulMazraeh from Ahwaz, is currently suffering from prostatecancerand
kidney pain. Prisonofficials haveallegedlyrefusedto granthis transferto a hospitalfor
treatmentMr. Mazraehwas allegedlyarrestedin Syria. He was sentencedo 15 yearsat
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YasoujPrison(Kohgiluyehand BoyerAhmadProvince) by Branchl of the Revolutionary
Courtof Ahwazfor actingagainstationalsecurity.

59. Mr. JaberSakhravi,reportedlyimprisonedat the Karowun Prisonin the Khuzestan
Province,is suffering from a brain tumor and needssurgeryimmediately,as his health
condition is deteriorating.Mr. SakhraviOgyesightand physical health have reportedly
sufferedfrom allegedtorturehe hasenduredwhile in prison.

60. Mr. Golam Abbas Saki, imprisonedat Dezfoul Prison (KhuzestanProvince), is

reportedly suffering from prostatecancerand kidney problems.He has allegedly been
deprivedof adequatemedical care.Mr. Sakiis also reportedlysuffering from both high

blood pressureandcholesterolMr. Sakiwasreportedlyarrestedn Syriaandtransferredo

Iran in 2006. He spent 4.5 yearsin solitary confinementunder the custody of the

Intelligenceservicesandthreemonthsat Evin Prison.Branch4 of the RevolutionaryCourt

of Ahwaz thenreportedlysentencedhim to five yearsin prisonfor actingagainstnational
security. The RevolutionaryCourtof Ahwaz,however reportedlydid not considerthetime

he had alreadyspentat the IntelligenceCenterto be time servedfor his currentsentence.
Heis still incarceratedn Dezfoul Prison.

61. In its reply to the Draft Report,the GovernmentstatedOprisonersiave acceptable
levelsto accesgo medicalcareboth inside and outsideof the prison.Qt alsoclaimedthat
supervisoryboards, establishedby the Judiciary, visit the prisons regularly to ensure
compliance.

62. The SpecialRapporteuwarmly welcomesthe Governmen® announcementn its
reply to the Draft Report, that Othelslamic Republic of Iran is currently considering
accessioro [the] UN ConventionAgainstTorture.O

Freedomof expressionand accesgo information

i. Newly arrested, imprisoned or prosecutedjournalists, netizensand bloggers
(casegeported sinceMay 2014)

63. Journalistsarrestedor prosecutedare often accusedof contactwith foreign media
and are seeminglytargeteddue to their criticism of Governmenteadersor for discussing
sensitivepolicy issues.This appearsto be the result of an overly broad application of
national security provisions and stipulationsof the 1986 PressLaw (which define 17
instance®f impermissiblecontent.)For example impermissiblecontentis definedas,inter
alia, that which causeslamageto Othefoundationof the Islamic RepublicOinsults Olslam
andits sanctities@r Othe_eaderof the RevolutionandrecognizedeligiousauthoritiesOor
createsOdisord betweenand amongsocialwalks of life specifically by raisingethnicand
racial issues.®loreover,becausehe majority of casesagainstjournalistsare considered
involving OnationasecurityOthey aretried in RevolutionaryCourts. Thus, negatingPress
Law which stipulategournalistsbe tried by the PressCourtin the presencef ajury. In its
reply, the Governmentnoted that the Constitution providesfor freedom of expression
Oexceptvhenit is detrimentalto the fundamentalprinciplesof Islam or the rights of the
public.Olt argued that imprisoned membersof the media have committed OseriousO
offenses,including OsatellitenetworksE insistenceon propagatinglies and perturbing
public peaceof mind, and disseminatingcontentsthat foment ethnic andreligious hatred,
extremismandviolence.O

64. At least 29 journalists, bloggers, and netizens have reportedly been detained,
imprisoned or prosecutedsince May 2014. (Mr. SerajeddinMiramadi; Ms. Mahnaz
Mohammadi; Mr. Ali Asghar Ghavari; Mr. Jason Rezaian; Mr. Mohammad Reza
Pourjashari;Mr. Ali Ghazali; Ms. SajedehArabsjorkhi; Ms. Zahra Ka@bi, Mr. Hamid
Hekmati, Mr. Ismaellzadi, Mr. Farid Saremi,Mr. Farjad Salehi,Mr. Ali Chinisaz Mr.
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HamedTaghipour;Mr. MasoudBehnam;Ms. YeganehSalehi;Mr. Amar Kalantari; Ms.
Yaghma Fashkhami;Mr. Saeed Pourheydar;Ms. ReyhanehTabatabaOeiyir. Arash
HonarvarShojaOeiMs. ZahraKhandan;Mr. MohammedGhoochani;Ms. Abbas Salimi
Namin;andfive journalistsfrom ISNA, includingMr. Arya Jafari.)

65. Mr. Serajjeih Miramadi, a well-known journalist and relative of the Supreme
Leaderof the Islamic Republic of Iran, was arrestedin May 2014 after returning from

working abroadas a journalist following the inaugurationof PresidentRouhani.He was
convictedin July 20140f Opropagandagainsthe system@ndOconspiracggainsnational
securityGandwasreportedlysentencedo six yearsin prison.His sentencevasreducedo

threeyearson appeal.

66. On4 June2014,Ms. MahnazMohammadiwassummonedo beginservirg a five-
year prison sentencefor Opropagandagainstthe systemGand Oassemblyand collusion
againstthe system.hewas accusedof working for foreign mediaduring the run-up to
andaftermathof the 2009 presidentiaklection.

67. WashingtonPostcorrepondentMr. JasonRezaian who was arrestedand detained
on 22 July 2014, apparentlydid not have accessto a lawyer during his six months of
detention.Authoritieswould not initially disclosechargesagainstMr. Rezaian.andwhile
reportsnow indicatethat he may havebeenchargedwith espionagen December2014 or
Januany2015,official charges- if anyN remainunclear.

68. In July 2014,Ms. SajedehArabsorkhi,a journalistandthe daughterof a prominent
political dissident,beganserving a oneyear sentenceat Evin Prison for Opropaganda
againsthe system.&°

69. In August2014,netizensMs. ZahraKa@bi, Mr. Hamid Hekmati,Mr. Ismaellzadi,
Mr. Farid Saremi,Mr. FarjadSalehi,andMr. Ali Chinisazwerearrestedln addition,two
directorsof privately-ownedreligious television stationsMr. Hamed Taghipourand Mr.
MasoudBehnamwerealsoarrested:’

70. Mr. Ali Asghar Ghavari of the Bahar publication (which was closedin 2013,
granted authority to re-openin 2014, and then closed again in 2015) was apparently
summonedin September2014 to serve the remainderof a prior prison sentencefor
publishing articles Ocontranyto Islamic criteria, 0Ospreadindalsehoods,@nd publishing
articles Oagainsthe Constitution,&to which he was convicted by a PressCourt. Mr.
Ghavariis 73-yearsold andapparentlyin poorhealth.(Mr. Saeed?ourAziz of Baharwas
also originally sentencedilongwith Mr. Ghavari,to 91 daysin prison and an additional
two-yearsuspendedentence}*®

71. Mr. AmarKalantariof the FreeUniversity NewsAgencywasarrestedn September
2014, apparentlyto begin serving a four-year prison sentencefrom 2009 for OinsultingO
Governmenbfficials.**°

72.  In October2014,Mr. Arya Jafariandfour otherISNA journalistswere arrestedor

covering protestsfollowing the October2014 acid attackson severalwomenin Esfahan.
Thefour journalistswerereleasedvithin hoursbut Mr. Jafariwasreportedlydetainedor a

week°
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73.  On 29 November2014, Mr. Ali Ghazalj a journalist who had coveredpotential
casesof corruptioninvolving high-ranking officials, was re-arrested,apparentlyafter a
businessmarelatedto a story he coveredfiled acomplaintagainstim ***

74. On 30 November2014,Ms. ReyhanehTabatabaOwias convictedand sentencedo

one year in prison and a two-year ban on journalistic and political activities. She was
chargedwith Opropagandagainstthe system@or aninterview shereportedlyconductedn

2013 with a leaderof the Sunniminority in Iran, which authoritiesclaimedwas penned
with theintentof Odividingthe nationalongethnicandreligiouslines.O

75. On24 December014,Ms, YaghmaFashkhamia political reporterfor the Roozan
publication,wasapparentlyarrestecat herhomefor unknownreasong>?

76.  Mr. ArashHonarvarShopOeia cleric and blogger,was alreadyservinga separate
four-year sentenceat Evin Prisonfor Oinsulting(former Iranian SupremelLeader) Imam
Khomeini,OOcooperatingith foreign embassies,@spionageand acting againstnational
security,when he was apparentlysentencedo an additional four yearsin prison and 50

lashesn DecembeR014.His newchargesarenotyetclear:*

77. Mr. SaeedPourheydara journalistand rights activist who had fled the countryin
2011 following the receipt of a five-year prison sentencefor Opropagandagainstthe
system,@insultingthe President,&nd Oquestionindslamic principles,Owas reportedly

arrestecbn 4 January2015afterreturningto Iran.*>*

78. On 19 January2015, apparentlyIRGC Intelligence Officers dressedin civilian
clothesarrestedVis. ZahraKhandanat her home.Shewasa formerjournalistwith several
reformistpublications Thereasorfor herarrestis not clear.

79. On26January2015,Mr. MohammedGhoochanithe editor of the MardomEmrooz
publication,was chargedwith Oinsultingslam®for publishinga front-pagephotographof
actorGeorgeClooneywearingan Olam CharlieHebdoQapel pin.

80. In Januaryor February2015, former journalistand the currentheadof an Iranian
History Society, Mr. Abbas Salimi Namin, was sentencedo six monthsin prison for
Oinsulting@ormer PresidentMahmoud Ahmadinjedin 2011, when he publicly criticized
whathe perceivedaspresidentiatorruption.Mr. Salimiwasalsosentencedo 74 lashesor

insultingjudicial officials andofficials at University of Tehran'>®

81. On 20 February 2015, Mr. Masoud Bastani, a journalist who was arrestedin
connectionto the post2009 election unrestand sentencedor Opropagandagainstthe
system,00assemblyand collusion with the intent to disrupt national security,Oand
Opublishindalsehoods,@pparentlyhad a heartattackwhile in prison.His healthremains
precarious>®

82. On23February2015,Mr. Ali Maghami,wasarrestedo beginservinga four-month
prison sentence.He had received that sentence,along with a four-month suspended
sentencein January2014.*’
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ii. Recentlyclosedpublications

83. In its reply to the Draft Report,the Governmentclaimedthat Bahar (which was
closedfor six monthsandsincere-opened)printedan article, which Oseriouslyurt feeing
of the public.OFollowing the publication of the article Bahar Ovoluntarily@losedfor a
periodof six months.

84. Iranian authorities continue to close publications deemedsubversiveby certain
elementsthe political establishmentOn 23 December2014, the Roozanpublicationwas
closed by order of the Tehran Prosecutor;seeminglyin relation to an article it had
published marking the five-year anniversaryof the death of Ayatollah Hossein Ali

Montazeri*®®

85.  In August 2014 five privately-ownedreligiousstationsN ImamHossein Abolfazal
Abass, Alghaem, Alzahra and Almehdi B were closed after being accusedby the
Intelligence Ministry of Oworkingillegally for satellite TV stationsbasedin the United
States and Great Britain,O Oprovoking sectarian tension within Islam,0 Oshowinga
degradingmageof ShiOism@ndOinsultinghe holy figuresof Islam.O

86. On 12 January2015, reformist weekly publication SetarehSobhwas closedafter
publishinganopenletterby PariamentarianAli Motahari,in which he calledfor thetrial of
jailed oppositionleadersMr. Mir HosseinMousavi and Mr. Mehdi Karoubi, along with
MousaviOwife Ms. ZahraRahnavardThe TehranMedia Courtwhich orderedthe closure
claimedit thatit did soto Opreventhe occurrencef crime.O

87. On17January2015,reformistdaily MardomEmrozwasclosed following its front-
pagepublicationof animageof actor GeorgeClooneywearingan Olam Charlie HebdoO
lapelpin.

88. On 3 February2015,a TehranCulture and Media Court orderedthe closureof the
online publicationHMA (OSupportersf [FormerPresidentMahmoudAhmadinejadO) he
Courtwho orderedthe closureclaimedthatit wasOtopreventthe occurrencef a crime.O

89. Around 27 February2015, authorities orderedthe blocking of the Bahar website
(which had previouslybeenclosedandre-opened)longwith the Jamaransite (an official
websiteof thelate Ayatollah RuhollahKhomeini).**°

iii. Censorship/ accesgo information

90. Authoritiescontinueto censoror banmanyforms of culturalandartisticexpression.
For example,in December2014, apparentlyunder pressureby the ParliamentO€ultural
Commission,the Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidancebannedthe film OPaternal
Housey directorKianioushAyyari.**°

91. In November,the Working Group on DetermininglInstancesof Criminal Content
confirmedthatthe Informationand TechnologyMinistry would continueto filter accesgo
some data on Instagrant®! In December,FarsNewsreportedthat OimmoalO pageson
Instagramhadbeenblocked'®? In January2015it reportedthatauthoritieswereattempting
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to block accesgo Whatsappand Tango,in additionalto sitessimilar to Facebookwhich
arealreadyblocked'®®

92. On26January2015,a ContentsWorking Groupwasestablishedy the Ministry of
Islamic GuidanceandCulture,in orderto, inter alias, monitor SMS message&*

93. In February 2015, various outlets reported that referencesto former President
MohammadKhatamiwerebanned.

Freedomof peacdul assemblyand association

i. Non-Governmental Organization Bill

94. A draft Non-GovernmentaDrganizationsBill presentedy the Interior Ministry to
the Parliamenbn 9 November2014%° appearso furtherthreatertheindependencef civil
society.The Bill envisionscouncilsat the national,provincial, andcity levelsthatwill, in
part, be responsibldor the issuanceof activity licensesto nornrgovernmentabrganizations
(NGOs) pursing Osocialcultural, artistic, health, environmental cultural heritage,human
rights, ethnic, and development@sues,and whoseactivities are not currently subjectto
other laws that govern professionalorganizationsor political entities, such as political
parties:®®Accordingto the Bill, Councilswould alsobe reponsiblefor the supervisiorand
supportof NGOs and for addressingootential misconduct NGOs would only be able to
officially pursueorganizationalactivities upon receiving establishmenpermits, activity
licensesand registrations?’ Proceduresntroduced by the Bill to establishan association
appearparticularly burdensomeand would subject NGOs to administrativesupervision
which could then be usedas a meansto quell dissentingviews or beliefs, in violation of
internationahormsandstandards.

ii. Relevantprovisions of the Bill

95. Councils: The National Council would consist of 32 officials, including 16
governmentofficials and 16 electedrepresentativefrom NGOs®® Provincial and City

Councilswill be headedby Governors City Governors four NGO representativesgnd at
leastfive governmentofficials. Councilswill be supportedby secretariatsesponsiblefor

reviewing applicationsto establishNGOs, for pursuingthe implementationof programs
and policies that facilitate researchactivities adopted by the National Council, for

cooperatingvith otherexecutiveandsupervisoryagencieso monitor NGOs,andto review
andpresenteportsof misconducto the NationalCouncil **°

96. The processof obtaining activity licenses: NGOOswould be required to submit

meeting minutes on the establishmenbf their organization,including an organogram,
organizationobjectives.alist of activities,expansiomplansandproceduresandprocedures
for the selectionof representativeand their duties'’® Authorities, whoserepresentatives

164
165

166
167

169
170
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will alsohavetheright to participatein organizationameetingsasobserversmustapprove
these documents/! The Bill requiresthat the Intelligence Ministry, police, and other
specializedagenciede consultedon the legality of the objectivesand activities proposed
by the NGO"? Governmentagenciesmustact within a week of receivingestablishment

requestgor permits'’®

97. Restrictionson NGO activities: Under the draft, assembliespublications,online
activities, and educaional materialswould require permits:’* Annual performanceand
financial reportsmustalso be submittedto authoritiesthatissueactivity licenses."> NGOs
arerequiredto provideonsiteaccesso their informationanddocumentsn the presencef
an NGO representativeRemovingdocumentsfrom NGO possessiowill requirea court

order!’®

98. Restrictionson international cooperation: All cooperationand membershipwith
international organizations,such as signing agreementsand contracts, would require
National Council permissiort,’” and the Council must also be notified of organizationsO
participationin conferencesndtraining courseutsideof the country.

99. Disciplinary mechanism:Compliancewould be monitoredby eitherthe secretariat
or specializedagencies.’® Disciplinary stepscanincludea written warningwith a deadline
to correctbreachesof the law, suspensiorof activity licensesfor a maximum of three
months, or the dissolutionof the organizationthrough the court’® If adopted,the law

would beretroactiveandthereforeapplicableto all existingNGOs#°

100. In its Reply, the Governmenimaintainedthat Othecivil societycomprisingpolitical
parties,trade unionsand professionaland religious associatiorare freely and extensively
active,Gadding that Oanyform of socialactivityOby Opoliticalparty, societyor associationO
requires observing laws and regulations and receiving a Opermitfrom Article 10
Commission.O

Freedomof religion or belief

i Dervishes

101. On September2011, the Ministry of Intelligence arrestedsevenmembersof the
GonabadiDervish community (Sufi Muslims) in the cities of Shirazand Tehran.On 13
July 2013, the RevolutionaryCourt sentencedhemto prisontermsrangingfrom sevento
tenyears.On 31 August2014,they embarkedon a hungerstrike to protestthat their due
processrights had been infringed upon. The police interrupted the demonstrations
subsequentlyprganizedby their familiesin front of the Office of the Prosecutoin Tehran

171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180

9

Article 18
Article 18
Article 18
Article 26
Article 28
Article 31
Article 32
Article 34
Article 34
Article 37



A/HRC/28/70

and arrestedmultiple people® In late February,reports surfacedthat some of these

individuals@entencemayhavebeenreducedr convertedo time on probation*®?

102. On27 DecembeR014,Mr. HojatoleslamYounesi,the PresidentC8pecialAssistant
on Religious and Ethnic Minorities, admittedin an interview that the treatmentof the
Dervisheswas Oarbitrary@nd outsidethe scopeof the Islamic RepublicOstatespolicies.
He alsoaddedthat harshtreatmenif the communitythatoccurredin the pastwascontrary
to the country®interest,andthatit hasnot beenrepeated.

103. On 25 February,plainclothesforces, without a warrant, apparentlyarrestedMr.
SalehMoradi,a GonabadDervish,possiblyto servea prior sentencé®

i BahaiOs

104. Despite statementsfrom highrankng officials that Bahal3 are entitled to
citizenshiprights, they continueto face discrimination,arrest,and arbitrary detentionin
connectionwith their religion. BetweenSeptembernd December2014, securityforcesin
the cities of Esfahan,Tehran,Shiraz, HamedanKaraj, and Semnarreportedlyarrestedat
least20 Bahdls. In February2015, it was reportedthat four of these20 individuals had

beensummonedto serve sentencegincluding Ms. Fariba Ashtari,)'®* bringing the total
numberof imprisonedBahaOiso over100.

105. Discriminatory restrictions increasedwith regard to the burial of Bahdls in

cemeteriesacross the country. Authorities in the city of Semnan have reportedly
discouragedamilies from inscribing epitaphson tombstonesallowing insaiptions to only

include first and last names,and datesof birth and death.Authorities havealso restricted
the constructionof additional buildings to accommodateburials in the Bahd) cemetery
there.In at leastthreecases]ranianauthoritieshavealso delayedthe burial of Bahals in

thecitiesof TabrizandAhvaz®®

106. BahdD studentsalsofaceddiscriminationin the 20142015 nationalentranceexam
for institutions of higher education.Mr. ShadanShirazi, a BahtOstudentwho took the

national mathematicsexam and placed 113" out of an estimatedmillion studentswas

reportedly barred from registering at the public university. The Special Rapporteur
welcomes statementsby officials inviting BahdD studentsto submit complaints of

violations of their rightsto the High Councilfor HumanRights*®®

107. IncitementagainstBahdls also continuedthis pastyear. On 15 December2014,
Ayatollah Bojnourdi, a high-ranking cleric and a former memberof SupremeJudicial
Council, statedthat Oweneversay that Bahals havethe right to education;Bah&isdon®
evenhavecitizenshiprights.®®’ After negativereactionshe laterclarified thatonly Bahais
Owhocooperatewith IsraelOor OadvocatagainstlslamOare not entitled to citizenship
rights, and that they still have humanrights eventhoughthey cannottake advantageof
Oprivileges,8uchasgoingto universityin Iran®®
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108. In 2011,Mr. BehnamRoghani,a shopownerin EsfahanOsazaar convertedto the

Bahai faith and begandistributing DVDs and pamphletsabout his faith. He reportedly
receivedthreateningnail from unknownindividuals,which leadto his decisionto leavethe

countryon 26 June2012.1n 2013,he produceda documentanaboutviolationsof therights

of BahaQim Iran. He hasalsoworked on variouscampaigngo addresshe persecutiorof

the BahaOign Iran. In July 2014, Mr. Roghaniclaims he receiveda copy of a threatening
religious Fatwafrom Iran, declaringhim Mahdor Al-Dam (meaninghe is not entitled to

Diyah (hloodmoneyOin caseheis thevictim of aviolentcrime)®°

109. In SeptembeR014,anappealscourtapparentlyconfirmedthe oneyearsentencef
Mr. Adnan RahmatPanah,a BahaOtitizen from Shiraz. Mr. RahmatPanah,who was
originally arrestedin December2012 and held for 186 daysat an IntelligenceDetention
Centerin Shiraz,was summonedto begin serving that sentenceon 6 November2015.
Credible sourceshave indicated that evidenceused to convict Mr. RahmatPanah of
Opropagandagainstthe systemncluded pictures on Facebookin which he had been
Otagged®y others,aswell asemailshe allegedlysentN without receivingrepliesN to
foreignnewsmediaorganizations.

iii. Christians

110. In December 2014, authorities allegedly arrested four individuals (Ms. Sam
Rahiminejad,Mr. Majid SheidaeeMr. Mostafa Nadri, and Mr. Georgelssaia at a
ChristmasEve celebrationin Fardisvillage in Karaj. The four individuals were converts
from Islam. Plainclothesofficers allegedly searchedheir belongings,beat and insuted
themandthenarrestedhem. Five Additional Christianconverts(Mr. AhmadBazyar,Ms.
FaeghehNasrollahi,Ms. MastanehRastegariMr.Amir HosseinNematollahj and a man
identified as OMr.Hosseini") were also arrestedat a housechurchin easternTehran on

Christmas Day. Some reports indicate that many more individuals were arrestedand
quickly released?®

111. Branch 1 of the Karaj Revolutionary Court apparently sentencedMr. Hossein
(OStephan®@gaketiAramsari,anotherChristianconvert,toprison. He hasbeenimprisoned
sincethesummerof 2013.

112. Christian leaders(including Pastor Farshid Fath) continueto serve prison time
apparentlysolely for exercisingtheir internationallyprotectedrights to freedomof belief,
associationandexpression

iv. Erfan Halgheh

113. On 6 February2015,FarsNewsAgencyreportedthat 16 instructorsfrom the Erfan
Halgheh(OlInterUniversalismO3piritualmovementveresentencedo a total of 37 yearsin
prisonandfined 130 million toman,on chargesincluding blasphemyand obtainingillicit
wealth** (SeeOReprisals€kctionfor informationon Mr. MohammadAli Taheri).

V. Sunni Muslims

(Seesectionon prison conditionsand accesso medical care for casedetailson various
Sunnifincluding ethnicKurdishandethnicArab] individuals).
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Interview Submitted to the Office of thep&cial Rapporteur, 19 December 2015.
http://mohabatnews.com/index.php#ion=com_contat&view=article&id=806:iranroundsup-
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VI.

Economic, Social,and Cultural Rights

EconomicRights

i. Right to Organize and Collectively Bargain

114. In August2014, hundredsof workersfrom the Bafgh Iron Ore Mine protestedthe
arrestof nine of their colleaguesfollowing strikes,which had begunin May 2014 overa

Governmenplanto privatizethe mines!®?

In December2014, at leastthree membersof the CoordinatingCommitteeto help form
Workers@rganizationsn Iran werearrested.

115. Other trade unionists and labor rights leadersimprisonedin Iran for protected
activities include: Messrs.RezaShahabi;SharokhZamani; Yousef Ab-Kharabat;Vahed
SeyedehAfshin Nadimi; MahmoodBagheri;AbdolrezaGhabari;andRasoulBodaghi.The
following four tradeunionistsandlabor rights activistshavebeenconvictedfor exercising
protectedrights but are awaiting the outcomesof appeals:Messrs.Khaled Hossein;Ali -
Akbar Baghani;MahmoodBeheshtiLangaroudi;and Alireza Hashemi Finally, at leastsix
labor rights leadershavebeensentencedo prisontermsfor protectedactivitiesandare at
immediate risk of arrestto serve those terms: Messrs. Hassan Rassoulnejad;Jamal
Minashiri; Hadi Tanoumand;GhassemMostafapour; Ebrahim Mostafapour;and Mr.
MohammadKarimi.**®

116. In its reply to the Draft Report,the Governmenof Iran claimsthatno labor leaders
havebeenarrestedor their defenseof labor rights, andthat the countryO#ailure to accede
to thetwo ILO conventiongdealingwith freedomof associatiorhasno negativeimpacton

policy.

ii. Labor actionspermitted by authorities

117. Some labor groups have been permitted to advocatefor their rights, including
through ongoing actions by hundredsof workers at placeslike the StephanCement
Companyin Dizicheh,EsfaharProvince andby YazKhorramshahrndustryworkers.

118. In August2014,the headof administrativeaffairs at the securityoffice of the Iran-
Shahr Steam Power Plant claimed that the plant discriminatedagainstmembersof the
Balouchminority group.Accordingto Mr. MohammadAnvar Amiri, lessthan40 of 400
employeeghere of the Balouchminority group,and more than 85% of plant supervisors
werenon-Balouch®* Balouchpeoplelargelyinhabittheregionthe plantis in.

119. In December014,around 700 nursesprotestecbutsideof the PresidentOesidence
in Tehranagainstmassivedisparitiesin pay betweendoctorsandnursesthe GovernmentOs
failure to define nurseOpay in accordancewith the law, and to draw awarenesgo the
dwindling numberof nursesn the country.*®®

120. Also in Decemberaround900workersfrom the ParsWagonFactorywenton strike
to protestthe dismissaby authoritiesof their workers@epresentativé®®
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iii. Public statements

121. In November2014,the Secretaryof the MandazarinProvinceOkabor Council, Mr.
Nabid Rasouli, criticized what he viewed as the Central BankOsand the GovernmentOs
inadequata@esponseo rising inflation rates.Mr. RasoulistatedOUnfortunatelythereis a
great gap betweenthe Central BankOsinflation rate and the minimum necessitiesfor
securingthe livelihood of workers@amiliesE The situationhasput the most pressureon
the workers@ommunity;while the administrationand parliament,as officials responsible
for the currentstateof the economy,are debatingpolitical and electionsdiscussionsthe
workersaregettingpoorerday by dayfor notbeingableto securetheir livelihoods.&”’

122. In November2014,MP NaderGhazipoursuggestedhatin orderto keeppacewith

inflation, the minimumwageshouldbe atleast2.5 million toman*®®

123. In August2014,the headof the workers@action in IranOsarliamentclaimedthe
90% of workersin Iranwereliving belowthe povertyline, andthatmanyothersweren'tfar
from it."*® According to IranO4 abor Minister, in a recenteffort to makeinsurancemore

widely availablethey haveprovidedof insurancebookletsto 4.8 million people?®

iv. Workplace safety

124. Accordingto the National Medical ExaminerO®ffice, therewere 657 work-related
deahsin thefirst four monthsof the currentlraniancalendaiyear.This is anincreasegrom
632recordedoverthe sameperiodlastyear.Fallsfrom heights,injuriesfrom blunt objects,
and electrocutionremainedthe top three causesof workplace deaths.During the same
period, the Medical ExaminerOsffice receivedreports of 10,109 casesof workplace
accident€® In August, an unnamed official suggestedthat the Social Security

Organizatiorinsuredonly 10% of workerskilled duringthe previousyear?®?

125. According to TehranOMedical Examiner, there were 297 annual work-related
deathsn the provinceby 1 November2014.This is anincreasdrom the previousyear(the
sametime periodwas282) %

126. In October2014, IranOMinister of Labor suggestedhat the incidenceof on-site
accidentdn smallworkshops(housing50 or lessworkers)could be reducedby employing
in-house inspectors,rather than solely relying upon periodic and possibly infrequent
inspectiong®*

127. On 7 December2014, IranO$arliamentpassedan amendmento Article 5 of the
SocialInsuranceof ConstructionWorkersLaw. The amendmentan addition of new fees
on employersand employees)was apparentlyintendedto facilitate the extension of
insuranceo the uninsured®
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The plan to protect hijab and modestyand gendersegregationin the
workplace

(SeeReportfor detailsof Bill).

Right to Health

i Satellite jamming and its health impacts

128. Iranian authoritiesreportedly continueto prosecuteindividuals for the possession
and useof satellitedishes.In Septembe014, police reportedlyattemptedo enterof the
homeof 65yearold TehranresidentMr. MohammadAli Khouei.Mr. Kouei requestedhe
producecomply with Iranianlaw and produceproperidentification. The police apparently
failed to produceidentificationandproceededo searchthe rooftop for satellitedishesDue
to the stressfulnatureof the event,Mr. Khouei, a war veteran,apparentlysuffereda fatal
heartattack, which waswitnessedy neighbors’®®

129. In February 2014, Minister of Health, Dr. SeyyedHassanGhazizadehannounced
the formation of a specialcommittee.The committeeconsistsof representativefrom the

Ministry of Health,the Ministry of Informationand Technology andiranO#\tomic Energy
Organzation with the purposeto investigate the potential health effects of satellite

jamming207 The committeehas yet to announceits findings. In October,Mr. Saeed
Motassadiof the Departmentof the Environmentalso noted that Othetopic of jamming

causingcancer[has been] studied many times, and the possibility exists of this illness

comingaboutin individualsasa resultfrom the effectsof jamming G

ii. LGBT (supplementalto the OTransgendeiraniansOsectionof the Report)

130. Initsreplyto theDraft Report,the Governmentotedits supportfor thetransgender
community,and suggestedhat it wasformulating policiesto providefor increasechealth
and financial assistancéo membersof that community. The Governmentstatedits total
rejectionof Ohomosexudlehaviors.O

131. Mr. Ahmad Farzanpoumwas detainedtwice in Tehran;oncein 2006 by authorities
for confrontingofficials in a local mosqueaboutthe volumeof the call-to-prayer,which he
felt was contributingto his motherOseizuresand once in 201, after he returnedto Iran
from abroad,in connectionwith allegedparticipationin political protestswhile outsideof
the country. In 2006, Mr. Farzanpourwas beatenwhile in detentionin part because
authoritieshad found videos on his mobile phoneindicating that he is a memberof the
LGBT community. While detainedin 2011, Mr. Farzanpourwas held incommunicado
without accessto a lawyer or contactwith family and was reportedly psychically and
psychologicallyabusedHe wasreleasednformaly andfled the country.He continuesto
sufferfrom medicalconditionsreportedlyrelatedto beatingswhile in detention.

Land mines

132. In October2013the City Governorof Marivan,in the Kurdistanprovince,reported
that sevenchildrenfrom the Neshkastvillage in Marivan wereinjured dueto a land mine

208 http://persian.iranhumanrights.org/1393/07/khoiee_mahvareh/
27 http:/iwww.iranhumanrights.org/2014/02/sateljienming/
208 hitps/www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2014/10/ir@atellitejammingcancer.html#
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VII.

explosion?” The childrenwerereportedlyunfamiliarwith the risks of land minesandwere
playing with the object at an abandonednilitary base’™® As a result of the explosion,
Garshin,an 11-yearold, lost her right leg; Ala, a six-year old, sufferedan eye injury;
Behnousha nine-yearold, sufferedinjury to both hands feet,andabdomenSima,a five-
yearold, sufferedinjury to the face,body, andfeet; Zana,a 13-yearold sufferedinjury to
the ear,head,andbody; Kheba®sight eyewasinjured; and Matin, an eightyearold boy,
wasalsoinjured?*

133. A year after the incident, in October 2014, a lawyer representingthe children
reported their ongoing need for adequatemedical care. The lawyer stated OThegirl
[Garshin]who lost herleg in this incidentdoesnot havethe meango purchasea prosthesis
from the Red CrescentSomeof thesefamilies donOevenhavethe moneyto pay for a taxi
serviceto visit the hospitalor lawyer, or to evenpursuethe legal processafterthis incident
[E] TheydonOhavemoneyfor the surgeryto havethe land mine fragmentsemovedfrom
their frail bodies.(He maintainedthat the land mines surroundabandonednilitary bases
andthat sometimesheavyrains causethe movementof minesinto municipal settlements,
childrenOplaygrounds,and agriculturallands, and thereforecontinueto posea Oserious
threatto the healthandsecurityof citizensin theseareas.®?

134. A few dayslater, the Kurdistan Governor,in a meetingwith the child land mine
victims of Neshkash reportedlyapologizedand notedthat the Governmenthad agreedto
pay all treatmentcosts for the children. The Governor reiteratedthat the clearing of
KurdistanOsorder areasof land mines remaine a priority for the administration.He
admittedthat the clearingof contaminatedareaswas not 100% achieved,and highlighted
therelevantdifficulties by notingthattherearestill placesin theworld, which werecleaned
afterWorld War | butstill experienceexplosions®

135. In its Reply, the Governmentpoints out that the land minesin the five western
provincesof the country were plantedby the former regime of Iraq during Iran-Iraq war
and it holds Iraq and Othosecountries that supportedher in imposing war on IranO
responsiblefor them. The Governmentalso points out that the former ICRC chief in

Tehran,the UN ResidentCoordinator,a UNDP representativen Iran, and the Director
Generalof Geneve InternationalCenterfor De-mining praisedthe postwar demining of

contaminatedareas Moreover,despiteappareniGovernmentequestdor assistancéor its

Iran Mine Action Center theinternationalcommunityhasnot providedanyaid.

Gender equality and womenQOsights

The plan to promote virtue and preventvice

136. On 3 January 2015, the Guardian Council ruled the plan which would have
encouragedigilante justice by individuals and membersof the basij and IRGC basedon
their interpretation®f religiouslaw, unconstitutional.
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B.

Violenceagainstwomen

i Acid attacks

137. On 16 October2014,the Iranian StudentsNewsAgency(ISNA) publisheda report
on at leastfour incident$™ of acid attackswherewomenwho were driving in the city of

Esfahanwere severelyinjured by acid thrown on them by unknownindividuals. Rumors
immediatelyspreadon social mediathat the individuals might have beentargetedon the
basisof their clothing, andthatthe numberof victims was higherthanfour. Farhikhtegan
Newspapereportedon the attackof Ms. SoheilaJorkeshon 20 October2014.The article
statedthat Ofamiliesof the Esfahanvictims haveclaimedthat beforethrowing acid on the
victims, the perpetratorexclaimed:@Ve confrontwomenwith poorhijab.0®°

138. On 20 October 2014, IranOspolice chief, Mr. Esmail AhmadiMoghaddam,
acknowledgedQaroundevento eightpeoplehadbeentargetedn Esfahan.®le alsosaida
numberof suspectshad beendetainedbut that the motives behindthe attackswere still

unknown?1®

139. On 20 October2014, the JudiciaryOS$pokespersonyit. GholamhosseirMohseni
Ejei, rejectedany connectiorbetweerthe acid attacksandIslamic hijab statingO[c]ontrary
to allegationsmadeby certainwebsitessuchclaims havenot yet beenconfirmed.&’ He
addedthatthe casesvould be processedinderrulesfor expeditedudicial procedureOn 22
October 2014, the Security Deputy of the Interior Ministry denied allegationsthat the
attackswere plannedand/or conductedby a group stating Oweare confidentthe attacks
were carriedout by oneindividual.3" Iranian officials strongly rejectspeculatiorthat the
womenmight havebeentargetedor whatwasperceivedasimproperclothingaccordingto
Islamic principles.On 23 October2014the Headof the Office of the Deputy Commander
in Chief of thePolice,Mr. AdbolahMahmoudzadehannouncedhatindividualsaccuseaf
conductingacid attackshadbeenarrestedy the police andthatthe incidentwasnot related

to improperclothing*®

140. On 13 November2014,Mr. IsmaeliMoghadam the Chief-of-Police, admittedthat
the perpetratohadnot yet beenarrestedHe alsoannouncedhat 380 acid attackshadbeen

committedagainstoothindividualsandprivatepropertyoverthe pastyear®*

141. Following the Esfahanattacks the administrationamouncedts intentto work with

the Judiciary to intensify punishmentfor such attacks.Authorities, however, prohibited
protestsagainsthe attacksandin supportof investigationsAlthough, on 24 October2014,
MP Abed Fatahifrom Urumiah defendedthe rights of protestors.Civil society actors,
including Ms. NasrinSotoudehMr. PeymanAref andMs. Giti Pourfazelwho participated
in a demonstratiorto protestthe attacksin front of the Interior Ministry in Tehran,were
arrested.

142. In responseto the presentreport, the Governmentnotes that Iranian authorities
consistentlyand strongly condemnthesegrave actions. The governmentadmits that the
perpetratorhiavenotyetbeenarrested.
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143. In its responsdo concernsraisedby the SpecialRappoteurin his 2014 Reportto
the GeneralAssemblyaboutthe prevalenceof violenceagainstwomenin the country,and
on shortcomingsn nationallaws andinstitutionalframeworksfor addressinghe problem,
the Iranian Governmenmmaintainedthat domesticviolencewasa capital offenceandnoted
thatlegislationto legally defineall forms of domesticviolencewasbeingconsideredThe
Vice Presidenfor Womenand Family Affairs announcedn 29 November2014 that the
draft legislation to OProtectWomen Against ViolenceOhas been submitted to the
Administratior® BillsOCommission,and said that her office had recommendedhat the
Judiciaryestablishsafehousedor abusedvomen.

ii. Freedom of assemblyfor protestors of acid attacks

144. On 22 October, over 2,000 protestorsgatheredin front of the EsfahanJustice
Departmentcalling on authoritiesto investigatethe attacks.On the sameday in Tehran,
dozensof peopledemonstrateth solidarity with thevictimsin Esfahanstaginga gathering
in front of the Iranian parliamentand calling for investigationsof the attacksand the
provisionof securityfor womenin society221

145. In the daysfollowing the demonstration®f 22 October,the Governorof Esfahan
statedOanyassemblyon the matteris illegal, 222 andthe Chief of Policeof Iran suggested
Oall[protestors]havea commonsource,andthey want to influencesociety[and] spreada
climate of insecurity;fortunatelynoneof their calls havebeenwidely welcomed.@23 He
also claimed that individuals and media advocating such demonstrationsaim to
OdisseminaterrorGn Iraniansociety224

146. On 24 October 2014, Parliamentariangvir. Abed Fatahi, an Urumiah (the only
Membersof Parliamentto visit the protestors)disagreedwith negativeviews towards
protestsstating, Owomethavetheright to protest Evenif theysit in all the city squaresasa
sign of protest,they still havethe right becausehe peaceand comfort of womenin our
societyhasbeennegatedthis is not a goodthing. IOmsorry that someof the Membersof
Parliamentare still trying to reducethe tragic story of acid attacksto [a story of] Olove
revenge.@ my mind, therewassomethingelsebehindthe acid attackswhich | hopeis not
provenby the policeinvestigation.225

147. On 25 October2014, severalsociety activists (Ms. Nasrin SotoudehMr. Peyman
Aref and Ms. Giti Pourfazel)who had participatedin a demonstrationin protestof the
attacksin front of the Interior Ministry of Tehranwerearrestedor afew hours.226

WomenQ@ rights activists

148. A British-Iranian woman, Ms. GhonchehGhavami, was arrestedalong with ten
otherwomenwho attemptedto enter Azadi Stadiumfor a volleyball matchbetweenlran
and Italy® nationalteamson 20 June 2014, with intention to protestlaws that prohibit
womenfrom sportsarenasMs. Ghavamiwas arrestedagainon 30 June,allegedlydueto
contenton her mobile phone,including text messagesind photos.Shewas chargedwith
Opropagandagainstthe system,@ndtried beforeBranch26 of the Revolutimary Courton
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14 October2014. Shewasdetainedin solitary confinementfor 41 daysandtransferredto
GharchakVaramin Prisonon 5 November2014. On 2 November2014, Ms. Ghavam
lawyer announcedhat he had beenshown court documentsstatingthat Ms. Ghavmi was
found guilty and had beensentencedo oneyearin prison.Ms Ghavamiwasreleasedn
bail on 23 November2014.

149. Ms. Mahdieh Golroo, a studentand women rights activist who had previously
served30 monthsin prisonon chargesof Oassemblgndcollusionwith theintentto disrupt
national securityCand Opropagandagainstthe systemGollowing the 2009 protest,was
arrestedoy the IRGC on 26 October2014,andtransferredo Ward 2A of Evin Prison.Ms.
Golroowasdetainedor atotal of months.Shewasnotinformedof the chargesagainsther
nor allowed accesgo legal counsel.Ms.Golroo was releasedon 27 Januaryon bail and
expectedo returnon hertrial date.

150. Ms. Akram Neghabi(the motherof Mr. SaeedZeynali,who hasbeenmissingsince
his arrestin 1999 by securityforces,)hasbeenarrestedon severaloccasiondor pursuing
andspeakingout againstthe disappearancef herson.Ms. Neghabihasbeendetainedand
putin solitary confinementor 63 days.Sheis currentlynot detainedyet; shestill facesthe
risk of arrestand prosecutionMs. NeghabiOson, Mr. Zeynali, is a 23-yearold student,
who wasarrestedat his homein 1999by plainclothessecurityforces.Mr. Zeynaliwasnot
involvedin any seriouspolitical activity, exceptfor proteststo pushthenPresidenKhatami
to follow up on campaignpromisesandto put an endto the Ochain@erialkillings. After
months of searching,family memberslearnedthat Mr. Zeynali had been arrestedby
RevolutionaryGuardsandtakento an unknownlocation. Sincethen he hasbeenmissing,
with noinformationabouthis whereaboutand/orfate forthcoming.

151. Ms. AtenaFarghdanianartistandchild rights activistwasarrestedn August2014
and detainedfor 2.5 monthsin Ward 2A of Evin Prison.On 10 January2015 she was
transferredto Gharchakprison after being sentencedy Branch 15 of the Revolutionary
Courton chargesof Opropagandagainstthe system,@assemblgnd collusionagainstthe
system,@insulting@®embersof Parliament,and Oinsuing members®f the IRGC and
three branchesof Governmentduring her interrogation.The guardsat the Revolutionary
Court allegedlybeatMs. Farghdaniwhen sherequestedo visit her motherbefore being
transferredo prison??’ After herreleasefrom Ward 21, Miss Farghdaniwrote in anopen
letter to the PresidentOand the SupremelLeaderOsffices informing them that womenOs
restroomsin Ward 2A of Evin prison are allegedlybeing monitoredby securitycameras.
Ms. Farghdaniemphasizedhat she had previouwsly filed a complaintaboutthe security
camerasand mistreatmentby prison authorities,but that neither were investigated.Ms.
Farghdanibegana hungerstrike protesting Gharchakprison conditionson 9 February
2015.Sheis reportedlyin very poorhealh asaresultof herhungerstrike,andhaspossibly
beentransferredo a hospital.On 2 March 2015it wasreportedthatauthoritiesmight have
agreedo transferherto Evin Prisonon the conditionthatsheendherhungerstrike.

152. On2 March2015,Ms. NegarHaeriwasreleasedn bail from GharchakPrison.She
hadapparentlybeendetainedvithout chargesagainstherin July 2014.Ms. Haeri,alawyer,
appeargo havebeentargetedby authoritieson multiple occasionglueto family membersO
affiliation with theMKO organizatiorf?®

153. Ms. NazafarinSabouri,advocatesor herbrotherMr. Alireza Sabouriwho wasshot
neara basij stationwhile attendingthe Osilenmarch®n 15 June2009, following the 2009
presidentialelection. According to Ms. Sabouri,one of the bullets fired from the station
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ricochetedand passedhroughhis forehead ProtestorgeportedlyhelpedMr. Sabourito a
hospital, where he was in a comafor abouta month during which time his family was
searchingor him. Mr. SabouriOmedica recordallegedlystatesthat Mr. Sabouriendured
blunt force traumafrom a batonusedto strike him at leastthreedozentimes. Mr. Sabouri
reportedlysufferedloss of speechurinary incontinenceandrequireda feedingtube upon
regainingconsciousnessie wasdischargedrom the hospitalapproximatelya monthafter
theincident,andreportedlysufferedfrom amnesisandnumbnessn his handsandfeet,and
requiredadditional surgeryto removefour remainingbullet fragmentsfrom his head.He
has since left the country for Turkey and ultimately the United States,but prior to his
departureMr. Sabourireportedlyunderwenteight monthsof speechand physiotherapyat
home.He passediwayon 17 November2011in the United States.
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Annex Il

List of detainedbahaQisand student activists

5 Detained Iranians from the BahaGCommunity
Chartandcontentsprovidedby: BahaQinternationalCommunity(BIC)

Note Thislist is not exhaustivejt doesnotincludeindividualsfor whomspecificchargesarenotyetknown.

Name

Date of trial/court order
Arrestdate Prison issued Sentence Charge

Mrs. Mahvash
Shabhriari Sabet

Participation in the

May 25, 2005 Evin Prison Without trial L
training institute

Released on bail

Mar 5, 2008 Mashhad; EvirPrison  Trial ended 14Jun10 20 yearsO imprisonment 1). Engaging in
26 May 2008; propaganda against

Rajaieshahr 2Aug-10;
Qarchak Prison; Evin

18May-11; Currently:

Tehran (Evin)

the regime of the
Islamic Republic of
Iran; 2) espionage in
support of the
tyrannical, fabricated
ard occupying
regime of Israel3)
Forming and
managing illegal
groups and
gatherings to for the
purpose of disruption
to the national
security of Iran4)
Collaboration with
the tyrannical,
fabricated, hostile
and occupying
regime of Israel
against the Iskaic
Republic of Iran5)
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Name

Arrestdate

Date of trial/court order
Prison issued Sentence Charge

Mrs. Fariba
Kamalabadi Taefi

May 25, 2005

May 14, 2008

Conspiracy and
assembly for the
purpose of action
against the internal
and external security
of Iran and to tarnish
the reputation of the
Islamic Republic of
Iran in the
international arena,;
6) Participation in
collecting classifid
documents and
providing them to
foreigners with the
purpose of disruption
the national security

Participation in the

Evin Prison Without trial Released on bail L
training institute

Evin 1405-08; Trial ended 14Jun10 20 yearsO imprisonment 1) Engaging in
Rajaieshahr $ug-10; propaganda against t
Qarchak Prison Evin 1€ regime of the Islamic
May-11; Currently: Republic of Iran2)
Tehran (Evin) espionage in support
of the tyrannical,
fabricatedand
occupying regime of
Israel;3) Forming and
managing illegal
groups and gathering
to for the purpose of
disruption to the
national security of
Iran; 4) Collaboration
with the tyrannical,
fabricated, hostile ant

0./82/2dHIV
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Name

Arrestdate

Prison

Dateof trial/court order
issued

Sentence

Charge

Mr. Afif Naimi

May 14, 2008

Evin 1405-08;
Rajaieshahr Aug-10

Trial ended 14Jun10

occupying regime of
Israel against the
Islamic Republic of
Iran;5) Conspiracy
and assembly for the
purpose of action
against the internal a
external security of
Iran and to tarnish the
reputation of the
Islamic Republic of
Iran in the
international arendg)
Participation in
collecting classitd
documents and
providing them to
foreigners with the
purpose of disruption
the national security

20 yearsO imprisonment 1) Engaging in

propaganda against t
regimeof the Islamic
Republic of Iran2)
espionage in support
of the tyrannical,
fabricated and
occupying regime of
Israel;3) Forming and
managing illegal
groups and gathering
to for the purpose of
disruption to the
national security of
Iran; 4) Collaboration
with the tyrannical,
fabricated, hostile ant

0./82/2dHIV
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Name

Arrestdate

Prison

Dateof trial/court order
issued

Sentence

Charge

Mr. Saeid Rezaie
Tazangi

May 25, 2005

May 14, 2008

Evin 1405-08;
Rajaieshahr $Aug-10;

Qarchak Prison Evin 1€

May-11; Currently:
Tehran (Evin)

Evin 1405-08;
Rajaieshahr Aug-10

Was not tried

Trial ended 14un10

Released on bail

occupying regime of
Israel against the
Islamic Republic of
Iran;5) Conspiracy
and assembly for the
purpose of action
against the internal a
external security of
Iran and to tarnish the
reputation of the
Islamic Republic of
Iran in the
international arendg)
Participation in
collecting classified
documents and
providing them to
foreigners with the
purpose of disruption
the national security
N/A

20 yearsO imprisonmer1) Engaging in

propaganda against t
regime of the Islamic
Republic of Iran; 2)
espionage in support
of the tyrannical,
fabricated and
occupying regime of
Israel; 3) Forming an
managing illegal
groups and gathering
to for the purpose of

0./82/2dHIV
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Name

Arrest date

Date of trial/court order

Prison

issued

Sentence

Charge

Mr. Behrouz Azizi
Tavakkoli

Jul 26, 2005

Mashhad; Transferred t
Tehran

Without trid

Released on bail

disruption to the
national security of
Iran; 4) Collaboration
with the tyranntal,
fabricated, hostile ant
occupying regime of
Israel against the
Islamic Republic of
Iran; 5) Conspiracy
and assembly for the
purpose of action
against the internal a
external security of
Iran and to tarnish the
reputation of the
Islamic Republic of
Iran in the
international arena; 6
Participation in
collecting classified
documents and
providing them to
foreigners with the
purpose of disruption
the national security
Membership of Yarar
(group managing the
affairs of the Bah}”
community in Iran)
and involvement in
teaching the [Baht"”
Faith]

0./82/2dHIV
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Name

Arrestdate

Prison

Dateof trial/court order
issued

Sentence

Charge

May 14, 2008

Evin 14May-08;
Rajaieshahr Aug-10

Trial ended 14un10

20 yearsO imprisonmer1) Engagingn

propaganda against t
regime of the Islamic
Republic of Iran; 2)
espionage in support
of the tyrannical,
fabricated and
occupying regime of
Israel; 3) Forming an
managing illegal
groups and gathering
to for the purpose of
disruption to the
national gcurity of
Iran; 4) Collaboration
with the tyrannical,
fabricated, hostile ant
occupying regime of
Israel against the
Islamic Republic of
Iran; 5) Conspiracy
and assembly for the
purpose of action
against the internal a
external security of
Iran and toarnish the
reputation of the
Islamic Republic of
Iran in the
international arena; 6
Participation in
collecting classified
documents and
providing them to
foreigners with the
purpose of disruption
the national security

0./82/2dHIV
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Name

Arrest date

Prison

Date of trial/court order
issued

Sentence

Charge

Mr. Vahid Tizfahm

May 14, 2008

Evin 14-05-08;
Rajaieshahr 9-Aug-10

Trial ended 14-Jun-10

20 years’ imprisonment

1) Engaging in
propaganda against the
regime of the Islamic
Republic of Iran; 2)
espionage in support
of the tyrannical,
fabricated and
occupying regime of
Israel; 3) Forming and
managing illegal
groups and gatherings
to for the purpose of
disruption to the
national security of
Iran; 4) Collaboration
with the tyrannical,
fabricated, hostile and
occupying regime of
Israel against the
Islamic Republic of
Iran; 5) Conspiracy
and assembly for the
purpose of action
against the internal and
external security of
Iran and to tarnish the
reputation of the
Islamic Republic of
Iran in the
international arena; 6)
Participation in
collecting classified
documents and
providing them to
foreigners with the
purpose of disruption
the national security

0./82/2dHIV
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Dateof trial/court order

Name Arrestdate Prison issued Sentence Charge
Mr. Davar 04/05 Augusi05 Mashhad 89/1/16- 89/3 5 years imprisonment ancActivities against
Nabilzadeh 10 year ban on leaving thnational security,

Mr. Jalayer Vahdat

Mrs. Sima Eshraghi
(Aghdaszadeh

15 Jut10- began serving Mashhad

sentence (see "additional

information tab)

Aug 4, 2005

Jan 26, 2009

24-Oct-10--Started
serving sentence

Aug 6, 2005

Jan 26, 2009

Mashhad

Mashhad

Mashhad

Vakilabad, Mashhad

Vakilabad, Mashhad

None

5-Apr-10

May-10

First court on 15/16

country

None

Unknown

propaganda against t
regime and
memberstp in the
unlawful Bahaism
administration

None

Activities against
national security,
propaganda against t
regime and
membership in the
unlawful Bahai
administration

5 years imprisonment ancCharges unknown

10 year ban on leaving th

country

Sentence of 5 years

Teaching against the

Aug-09. Then: 280ct-09imprisonment and 10 yearegime, taking action
(sentence was appealenot leaving the country wiagainst national

Unknown

changed to 5 years
imprisonment

Unknown

05-April-10, 240ct-10 5 years

security, and illegal
dissemination of CDs
teaching the Faith,ral
insulting religious
sanctities
Propaganda in favoul
of Bahaism

Activities against
national security,
propagada against th
regime and
membership in the
unlawful Bahaism
administration
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Name

Arrestdate

Prison

Dateof trial/court order
issued

Sentence

Charge

Mr. Afshin
Safaieyan

Mr. Kamran
Mortezaie

Ms. Noushin
Khadem

Mr. Mahmoud
Badavam

Mr. Farhad Sedghi

Feb 27, 2011

May 22, 2011

May 22, 2011

May 22, 2011

May 22, 2011

Unknown

Evin; Gohardasht

Evin

Evin;Trasferred to

Gohardasht

Evin; Gohardasht

Unknown

Unknown

25-Sep11, verdict issue5 yearsO immonment

on 17+0ct-11

27-09-2011; verdict
issued on 1:0ct-11

27-09-2011,;verdict
issued on 1:0ct-11

20-09-2011; verdict
issued on 1:0ct-11

4 yearsO imprisonment

4 yearsO imprisonment

4 yearsO imprisonment

Prosletyzing

Membership of the
deviant Bahaist sect,
with the goal of taking
action against the
security of the countr
in order to further the
aims of the deviant
sect and those of
organizations outside
the country
Membership of the
deviant Bahaist sect,
with the goal of taking
action against the
security of the countr
in order to further the
aims of the deviant
sect and those of
organizations outside
the ountry
Membership of the
deviant Bahaist sect,
with the goal of taking
action against the
security of the countr
in order to futher the
aims of the deviant
sect and those of
organizations outside
the country
Membership of the
deviant Bahaist sect,
with the goal of taking
action against the

0./82/2dHIV
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Name

Arrestdate Prison

Dateof trial/court order
issued

Sentence Charge

Mr. Riaz Sobhani

Behfar Khanjani

Jun 14, 2011 Evin; Gohardasht

Was not arrested or Semnan

imprisoned, only sentence

Jan 6, 2010 Semnan Prison

21 June 2011 began
serving sentence

Semnan Prison

security of the countr
in order to further the
aims of the deviant
sect and those of
organizations outside
the country

1-Oct11; Verdict issue4 yearsO imprisonment Assenbly and

on 17+0ct-11

Trial held in abstentia

Was not tried

Trial held on 17 April

2010. Court order issue
on 4 May 2010. Appea

hearing was held on 9
January 2011 in the
Court of Appeal of
province of Semnan.

Appeal was denied on ¢

February 2011.

conspiracy and activi
against national
security
On 22 January 2007, Propaganda against 1
sentenced to four monthsgovernment by way ¢
imprisonment in absentia distributing the letter
Sentence suspended for from the Baht®’
four years. He will only becommunity adressed
asked to serve if he to the Esteemed
commits an offence. If  President of the
no offence is committed Islamic Republic of
within the next four years,Iran
sentence will automaticall
be revoked.
Released on bail Propganda against th
regime and activity
against national
security
1) Forming groups,
and membership in
assemblies and gups
as described in the
indictment, [to wit,]
formation of groups
and membership in
groups and assemblit
such as 19PDay Feasts
youth committees; thi
Ruhi program;
language groups;

4 years imprisonment

0./82/2dHIV
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Name

Arrestdate

Prison

Dateof trial/court order
issued

Sentence

Charge

professional
[development] groups
devotional gatherings
news sharing
gaherings; athletic,
arts, and education
committees, etc., witt
the intention of
disturbing the natione
security; 2) Activities
against national
security through
propaganda against t
regime, as described
the indictment, [to
wit,] through
espionage fothe
enemies, and making
efforts to develop anc
expand the perverse
sect of Bahaism, as
well as penetrating th
financial,
governmental, and
civil cores and
disseminating perver:
information against
Islfm and exploiting
the religious sanctitie
[of Muslims]; 3) Use,
possession and
distribution of 63
illegal compact discs
containing appalling
and offensive materie
as described in the
indictment.

0./82/2dHIV
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Name

Arrestdate

Prison

Dateof trial/court order
issued

Sentence

Charge

Mr. Afshin
Heyratian

Mr. Kamran
Rahimian

Mr. HasanGholi)
Delavarmanesh

Jun 3, 2010

Aug 20, 2011

Sep 13, 2011

Sep 4, 2011

Evin

Evin; transferred to
Gohardasht

Transferred to
Gohardasht in Decemb

Transferred to Yasouj @
22 May 2012

6-Nov-10

4 years imprisonment

4 years imprisonment

Charged with activitie
related to human righ
issues and writing
articles

Assembly and

(sentence was appealed) conspiracy, with

Sentence issued on 014 years imprisonment

February 2012

criminal intent, agains
national security and
membership in the
perverse sect of
Bahaism.

1) Conspiracy and
assembly with the
intention to act again:
the national security
by membership in
perverse Bahaist sec
as the pmary director
of the Department of
Psychology at the
illegal Bahaist
university under the
direction of the Houst¢
of Justice; 2) Earning
illegal income in the
sum of 750,000,000
rial (This charge was
withdrawn)

creating public
nuisance, non
compliance with the
judgement of
confiscation of
property, and forcible
entry and detainer of

0./82/2dHIV
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Name Arrestdate

Prison

Dateof trial/court order
issued

Sentence

Charge

Mr. Afshin Ighani May 16, 2005

Jan 5, 2010

Mrs. Sousan 23/240ct-11

Badavam (Farhangi)

Ms. Shiva 23/24-Oct-11
Kashaninejad
(Samiian)

Mr. Shahrokh Taef Mar 6, 2005

Jan 14, 2009

Semnan

Semnan
Semnan

Unknown

Evin

Evin

Verdict issued on 12 91 days imprisonment,
suspended for four years;the minds of the publi

April 2006; Appails

othersO property
1) Creating anxiety in

court verdict issued on Sentence upheld in appea@and those of the

21 September 2006

court

Iranian officials; 2)
propaganda against t
government of the
Islamic Republic of
Iran

Tried on 04 April 2010; 4 years', 3 months' and 1 1) Formation of a

05-May-2010

Unknown

Unknown

Unknown

day's imprisonment;

group and membersh

Sentence upheld in appein illegal groups and

court

Unknown

Unknown

assemblies with the
intention of disturbing
national security; 2)
Actions against
national security
through propaganda
against the regime, i.i
propaganda for the
perverse sect of
Bahaism.

Propganda against th
regime and activitiy
against national
security

Collaboration with the
Yaran on financial
matters
Collaboration with the
Yaran on financial
matters
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Name

Dateof trial/court order
Arrestdate Prison issued

Sentence Charge

Mr. Foad Khanjani

Mr. Payam Taslimi

Ms. Semitra
Momtazian

Mr. Shahram ChiniyeDecember/January 2008 Evin prison

Miandoab

17-Jan12 - Began serving
his sentence

13-Feb11; 16Janl2

Evin; Rajaishar (Karaj)appeal

Apr 27, 2010 Evin

17-Janl12- Began servinEvin;Gohardasht (Karajunknown
his sentence

Feb 3, 2012 Ministry of Intelligence Junl14
detention centre to
Adelabad prison 20/ar-

2012

Ministry of Intelligence
detention centre to
Adelabad prison 20/ar-
2012

Feb 5, 2012

Junl4

24-May-08

February2012- began
serving sentence

Evin prison; later Tried 27 June 2011,

prison

lllegal membership in

N anti-security group an
4 years' imprisonment ) .
_perverse Bahaism wi

sentence upheld in appecpurpose otaking

court . X .
action against nation:

security

Participating in the

demonstrations on th

Day of Ashura.

4 years' imprisonment  Propaganda against 1

sentene upheld in appealregime and

court participating in
demonstration

Release on bail

20 months imprisonment Participation in illegal
grows for the purpos
of disrupting national
security

20 months imprisonment; Participation in illegal

sentence has been groups for the purpos

suspended for 3 years  of disrupting national
security

Membership in Baht
groups and
engagement in
propaganda against t
regime

8 years imprisonment ancMembership in

transferred to RajaieshiSentenced on 2 July 2Cand a fine of 3,000,000 ridBahaism with the

purpose of disturbing
the security of state,
insulting islamic
sanctities, ath keepins
equipment for
receiving sattelite
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Dateof trial/court order

Name Arrestdate Prison issued Sentence Charge
Ms. Negar Apr 2, 2012 Mashhad Verdict issued on 240- 6 months' imprisonment Organizaing art exhik
Malekzadeh 2013 for youth
Mr. Ighan Shahidi  Mar 3, 2010 Rajaishahr Release on ball Propaganda against 1
regime and activity
against national
security
Apr 1, 2012 Reported to Tehran's 28-Junll 5 yearsO imprisonment Collaboration with
Evin prison from human rights activists
Kermanshah; trasferrec
to Gohardasht on 11
April 2012
Mrs. Atiyeh Anvari  May 20, D12 Esfahan Teaching activities ar
forming junior youth
groups
Mr. Mohammad May 13, 2012 (Mohammadiyeh) Unknown 3 years Teaching Bahaism ar
Hosein Nakhaei Birjand Central Prison disseminating
pamphlets
Mr. Faran Khan Jun 9, 2012
Yaghma
Mr. Azizollah Jan 14, 2009 Evin Unknown Release on ball Activities against
Samandari National Security,
association with
hostile countries,
teaching the Faith
Jul 7, 2012 Karaj: transferred to  Unknown 4 years Collaboration with the

Rajaieshahr 04 Octobe!
2012

Yaran (group
managing the affairs
the Bah$" community
in Iran) providing
information
technology support
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Name Arrestdate

Prison

Dateof trial/court order
issued

Sentence

Charge

Mr. Adel Naimi Jul 10, 2012

Mr. Shayan Feb 17, 2012

Tafazzoli

Jun 2, 2014

Mr. Sina
Aghdasizadeh

Jul 11, 2012

Mr. Rahman Vafaie Jul 14, 2012

Evin;Transferred to KarDate tried: 24April-2013Initiatlly 11 years

(Gohardasht) ,-Feb
2013

Vakilabad

Vakilabad

Tabriz

Temporary detention;

Prison 26Sep12

Unknown

imprisonment, changed
10 years.

6 months imprisonment

Court hearing has notUnknown

taken place

Initiatlly announced:
a. Activity against
national security; b.
Espionage; c.
Participating in the
clandestine
organization of
Bahaism. In court
document: Organizint
the Bahaist sect,
teaching; holding [sel
defense] spray;
engaging in
propaganda against tl
regime of the Islamic
Republic of Iran

Holding an Art
Exhibiiton, organising
youth programmes
Propaganda against
the regime through th
Bahi" administration

23-Feb13/26Feb20134 months imprisonment; Formation of an illege
sentence suspended for zgroup with intent to

years

Summoned to court on 2 years' imprisonment
transferred to Adelabad09 January 2013, told h

case would be regived
on 19 February 2013

harm the national
secuity of the state of
the Islamic Republie
propaganda against t
regime of the Islamic
Republic

Membership in illegle
groups in opposition 1
regime, Propaganda
against thre regime ir
the interest of groups
in opposition to regim
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Name Arrestdate

Dateof trial/court order
Prison issued Sentence

Charge

Mr. Hamid Eslami  Jul 14, 2012

Mrs. Faran Hesami Sep 14, 2011

(Rahimian

Jul 15, 2012

Mr. Vahed Kholousi Aug 23, 2011

69

Temporary detention; Unknown Unknown
transferred to Adelall
Prison 26Sep12

Evin 14-Sepll 4 years imprisonement

Evin Court order issued: 21 4 years' imprisonment
January 2012; appeals
order issued 09 May
2012.

Evin Release on bail

Membership in illegle
groups in opposition 1
regime, Propaganda
against thre regime ir
the interest of groups
in opposition to regim

Usingfalsely obtainec
degrees, illegal
counselling, running
illegal classes,
defrauding the public
and spreading
prostitution

a. Conspiracy and
asembly with the
intention to act again:
the national security
by membership in
perverse Bahaist sec
as the primary directc
of the Department of
Psychology at the
illegal Bahaist
university under the
direction of the Houst¢
of Justice; b. Earning
illegal income in the
sum of 7,000,000
tuman. (dismissed)

Collaboration with
human rights activists

0./82/2dHIV
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Date of trial/court order
Name Arrestdate Prison issued Sentence Charge

Aug 22, 2012 Unknown Unknown Unknown Initially:Oinvolvement
in subversive political
activities against the
regime through
providing assistance
the earthquake
victimsO; Changed
to:Odistributing
contaminated food"

Mr. Navid Khanjani Mar 2, 2010 Nikbakht detention Unknown Unknown Collaboration with
center in Esfahan; Flow human rignts activists
to Tehran on dVar-10
(Evin)

Aug 22, 2012 Tabriz; Later transferreCourt of appeal upheld 12 years' imprisonment Engaging in human
to Gohardasht 10 verdict 16Aug-11 + 5 million rial (~US$500)rights activities, illega
September 2012 fine assembly (in support

of university students
deprived of higher
education), and
disturbance of the
general public's
opinion

Mr. Shayan Vahdati Aug 22, 2012 Tabriz Unknown Acquitted Initiatlly:
Oinvolvement in
subversive political
activities against the
regime through
providing assitance tc
the earthquake
victimsO; Changed tc
Odistributing
contaminated food"

Mr. Kayvan Rahimiar Summoned 28 July 201'Evin 27-Feb12 Release on bail Using falsely obtaine:
degrees, illegal
counselling, running
illegal classes,
defrauding the public

Sep 30, 2012 Evin; Rjai Shahr (4Oct- 12-Juni2 5 yearsO imprisonment Assembly and
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Dateof trial/court order

Name Arrestdate Prison issued Sentence Charge
2012) 97,877,000 rial fine collusion with intent t
(~US$8,000) commit acts of crime
against national
security, membershig
in the perverse sect ¢
Bahaism, and earning
illegal income
Mrs. Zohreh Nikayin Mar 12, 2011 Semnan Release on ball Propaganda against
(Tebyania) and infan regime
child
Sep 22, 2012 Semnan Was interrogated for 4 |Initiatlly: 7 years 1) Forming illegal

hours on 16 April 2011 imprisonment as well as administrative groups
(almost two weeks afteiconfiscation of materials known as moral
her release). Trial held and documents related toeducation classes wit

on 7 August R11 in

the illegal organization of intent to attract

abstentia. Sentence  Bahaism; This sentence Muslims and to
issued on 8 December was reduced to: 23 monttpromote the ideologie

2011 imprisonment by the
appeals cort

of the perverse sect ¢
Bahaism, and being
present among
Muslims; 2)
Membership in group
and illegal
organizations,
including the Ruhi
institute, organizing
gatherings, science a
technology [sic], and
Nineteen Day Feasts
for the purpose of
propaganda [against]
the sacred regime of
the Islamic Republic
of Iran and in the
interest of Bahaism;
3) Propaganda again
the sicred regime of
the Islamic Republic
of Iran in the interest
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Name Arrestdate

Prison

Dateof trial/court order
issued

Sentence

Charge

Ms. Taraneh
Torabi (Ehsani)
and infant child

Mar 12 2011

Mr. Farhad
Fahandej

Oct 17, 2012

Mr. Farahmand SaneOct 17, 2012

Mr. Kamal Kashani Oct 17, 2012

Ms. Shahnam
Jazbani

Oct 17, 202

Semnan

Gorgan; Rajaieshahr

Gorgan;
Evin 22Nov-12;
Rajaieshahr

Gorgan;
Evin 22Nov-12;
Rajaieshahr

Gunbad Prison/GunbacWas not announced

Ministry of Intelligence
detention center

Unknown

Unknown

Unknown

Unknown

Release on bail

10 years imprisonment

5 years imprisonment

5 years imprisonment

Unknown

of antiregime groups
through receiving
messages and
instructions issued by
the House of Justice,
and "implementation
of such instructions"

Propaganada against
regime

Collaboration with
hostile governments,
disturbing national
security, propaganda
against the regime,
formation of hostile
groups

Collaboration with
hostile governments,
disturbing national
security, propaganda
against the regime,
formation of hostile
groups

Collaboration with
hostile governments,
disturbing national
security, propaganda
against the regime,
formation of hostile
groups

Propaganda against 1
regime and Islam
through teaching the
Bahit” Faith
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Name

Arrestdate

Prison

Dateof trial/court order
issued Sentence

Charge

Mr. Siamak Sadri

Mr. Payam Markazi

Mr. Foad Fahandej

Mr. Kourosh Ziari

Mr. Adnan
Rahmatpanah

Mr. Shahin Negari
Namaghi

Nov 18, 2012

Nov 18, 2012

Nov 18, 2012

Nov 20, 2012

Dec 12, 2012

22-May-11

Gorgan;
Evin 22Nov-12;
Rajaieshahr.

Gorgan;
Evin 22Nov-12;
Rajaieshahr.

Gorgan;
Evin 22Nov-12;
Rajaieshahr

Sentenced May 2013 5 years imprisonment

Sentenced May 2013 5 years impsonment

Sentenced May 2013 5 years imprisonment

Transferred to Gorgan; Court hearing: 2 April 5 years imprisonment

Evin 23Nov-12;
Rajaieshahr

Shiraz

Rajaieshahr (GohardasUnknown

2013, Issuance of
verdict: 21 May 2013

Unknown Unknown

Release on bail

Collaboration with
hostile governments,
disturbing national
security, propaganda
against the regime,
formation of hostile
groups

Collaboration with
hostile governments,
disturbing national
security, propaganda
against the regime,
formation of hostile
groups

Collaboraion with
hostile governments,
disturbing national
security, propaganda
against the regime,
formation of hostile
groups

Managing an illegal
group for [the purpos
of disturbing [national
security

Propaganda against
regime and activity
againstational
security

Collaboration with
Baht" Institute for
Higher Education
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Name Arrestdate Prison

Dateof trial/court order
issued Sentence Charge

13-January2013- began Rajaishahr (GohardashUnknown

serving sentence

Dr. Foad May 22, 2011
Moghaddam Evin 24May-11
January2012- began Gohardasht
sening sentence
Mr. Vousagh Sanaie Jan 20, 2013 Gohardasht
Mr. Sahand Mar 6, 2013 Unknown
Masoumian
Mr. Pooya TebyaniarMar 8, 2009 Semnan
Mar 12, 2011 Semnan
Mr. Shamim Aug 26, 2011 Yazd
Ettehadi
Mar 19, 2013 Yazd

Dastgerd; Transferred tWithout trial

Collaboration with
Baht" Institute for
Higher Education

4 years' impgonment

Collaboration with
Baht" Institute for
Higher Education
Tried 30 June 201 5 years'imprisonment Collaboration with
Sentence issued 09 J under Ta'zir law Baht" Institute for
2012; Appealed veri Higher Education
without result.

Release on bail

Attempty to form the
unlawful Baht"
administration

Unknown Unknown Unknown

Tried 15 April 2009; 18 months imprisonntgé  Propaganda against 1
Verdict issued 31 May regime

2009; Appeal court
verdict 29April-2010
Tried on 16Apr-12;
Appeals verdict issued
12 August 2012

6.5 years' imprisonment Propaganda against 1
regime of the Islamic
Republic of Iran and
membership in and
organizing illegal
groups and asseblies

Tried on 18April-2012; 91 daysO imprisonmenEngaging in

Verdict issued on 23 suspended for 3 yearspropaganda against t

April 2012 regime of the Islamic
Republic of Iran by
forming gatherings ar
collabaation with the
Bahaist sect

Court hearing: 24 May 5 years imprisonment uncCollaboration with

2013, Issuance of ta'zir law+ 75 satellite networking

verdict: 15 June 2013 lashes and 2 million

0./82/2dHIV



VA

Dateof trial/court order

Name Arrestdate Prison issued Sentence Charge
tuman cash fine. Appeal¢
sentence.
Mr. Babak Zeinali Apr 13, 2015 BandarAbbas Unknown Unknown Unknown
Mr. Amanollah  May 22, 2011 Shiraz; Evin Release on bail Collaboration with the
Mostaghim Baht" Institute for
Higher Education
Ms. Nika Kholousi Sep 26, 2012 Mashhad 25-Dec12 Release obail Activitiy against
national security and
propaganda against t
regime
Mar 30, 2013 Mashhad 6-May-13 6 years imprisonment  Activity against
verdict appealed national security and
propaganda against t
regime
Ms. Nava Kholousi Sep 26, 2012 Mashhad 24-Jan13 Release on ball Propaganda against
regime and activity
against national
security
Mar 30, 2014 Mashhad 15Apr-13 4.5 years imprisonment Propaganda against 1
verdict appealed regime and activity
against national
security
Mr. Afrasiyab  May 14, 2012 Semnan Without trial Release on ball propaganda against t
Sobhani regime
11-June2013- began Semnan Tried 17 June 2012 1 year imprisonment 1) Forming and

serving sentence

sentence issued 23 Jur

2012

managing some grou
and gatherings
affiliated with Bah10’
2) Memebership in
some other groups at
committees; 3)
Propaganda activities
against the regime ar
in support of the
Baht®’ community
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Name

Arrestdate

Prison

Dateof trial/court order
issued Sentence

Charge

Ms. Rozita Vaseghi Summoned twice on 04

April 2009 and 15 May

2009 and was released

after interogations

Mr. Vahid Tondrow Sep 10, 2013

Taghvajou

Ms. Nasim Ashrafi

Aug 5, 2005

Jul 10, 2012

Mr. Sarang Ettehadi 06 May 2014 began

serving sentence
Jul 10, 2012

Ms.Yekta Fahandej Feb 3,2012

Mashhad Transferred tSummoned to court

Vakilabad Prison on 2615/16 August 2009; Finverdict appealed.

September 2010

Marvdasht; transferred Unknown

Vakilabad in Shiraz

Unknown

Transferred to Evin

Evin

Evin; Transferred to
Gohadasht

Shiraz

hearing 280ctober

2009; Sentenced uphel

in court of appeal; Agai

tried on 20Dec-2010

Unknown

Five year imprisonment

Activity against
national security,
propaganda against t
regime, membership
the unlawful Baht"
administration
Unknown

10 months of imprisonmeOpposition to the

Islamic Republic of
Iran

Three years imprisonmenPropaganda against 1

under Ta'azir law reducecregime and activity
to one year in the appealsagainst national

5-Sep05
Unknown
court.
Unknown Unknown
Without trial Release on bail

searity

Unknown

Propaganda against
regime and activity
against national
security

12 January 2014 (trial5 years imprisonment uncPropaganda against 1

occurred in abstentia)
appealed.

Release on bail

Ta'zir law. Sentence regime and activity

against national
security through
membership in the
Baha'i administration.

Propaganda against
regime and activity
against national
security
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Name Arrestdate

Dateof trial/court order

Prison issued

Sentence

Charge

Mar 16, 2014

Mr. Shamim Naimi Jul 23, 2012

28-April-2014- Began
serving sentence

Ms. Elham Farahani Jul 10, 2012
Naimi

28-April-2014- began
serving sentence

Mr. Fardin Aghsani 01-Dec2014- Began
serving sentence

Detention center; Unknown
transferred to Adelabad

prison

Evin

Evin; transferred to 10-Nov-2012; 18

Gohardasht on 14 May February 2013;
2014

Evin

Evin 4-Feb13

Unknown

Release on bail

3 years imprisonment
(appealed sentence)

Rdease on bail

4 years imprisonment
(appealed sentence)

Court order: issw 19 6 year imprisonment

June 2014, Court of

Reduced to 3 years in

appeals order issued: 2appeals court

July 2014

1) Holding a
gathering with the
intention of disturbing
the security of the
country. 2)
Propaganda against 1
regime. 3) Aggressive
behaviour towards th
agents when she was
in detention
Propaganda against
regime and activity
against national
security

Propaganda against 1
regime and activity
against national
security

Propaganda against 1
regime and activity
national security
Unknown

1) Membership in an
assembly related to tl
perverse sect of
Bahaism in connectic
with the House of
Justice located in the
occupied Paleste, 2)
Propaganda activity
for the benefit of the
perverse sect of
Bahaism
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Imprisoned student activists

Table 1

No. Name

Surname

Sentence Arrestdate

Charges

1 Majid

2 Hasan

3 Majid

4 Davar

5 Mehdi

6 Yashar

Asadi

Asadi Zedabadi

Tavakoli

Hosseini Vojdan

Khodayee

Darashafa

4 Years 5-Oct2011

5 years 22-Aug-2010

8 years 7-Dec-2009

3 years and 6 months 5-Dec2011

7 years 2-Mar-2010

5 years and 6 months 5-Nov-2011

Acting against national
security

Assembly and collusion witl
the intention to disrupt
national security, propagan
against the system, insultin
the president, participating
illegal demonstration and
disturbing public minds

Assembly and collusion witl
the intention to disrupt
national security, propagan
against the system, insultin
the president, participating
illegal demonstration and
disturbing public minds

Assembly and collusion witl
the intention to disrupt
national security, propagan
against the system

Acting against national
security by organizing illege
demonstration and
propaganda against the
system

Assembly and collusion witl
the intention to disrupt
national security, insulting
the president
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No.

Name

Surname

Sentence

Arrestdate

Charges

10

11

12

13

14

15

Mohsen

Khezr

Maryam

Igan

Dana

Mostafa

Zia

Bahare

AmirHooshang

Rahmani

Rasool Morovat

Shafipoor

Shahidi

Lenj Abadi

Mehdi Zadeh

Nabavi

Hedayat

Navayi

7 years

5 years

7 years

5 years

2 years

6 months

10 years

10 years

1 year

17-Dec-2014

25Feb2013

27-Jul2013

9-Apr-2012

25-Jan2014

23-Sep2014

15-Jun2009

31-Dec2009

16_Feb_2011

Assembly and collusion witl
the intention to disrupt
national security, insulting
the Supreme Leader, actinc
against national security an
having contacts with
foreigners

Assembly and collusion witl
the intention to disrupt
national security, propagan
against the system

Membership in illegal groug
of defending the right to
education and BahaOis,
propaganda against the
system

Propaganda against the
system

Insulting the Supreme Leac
Having contact with MEK

Assembly and collusion witl
the intention to disrupt
national security, insulting
the president, insultinthe
Supreme Leader, acting
against national security,
propaganda against the
system

Propaganda against the
system
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Imprsioned students

Table 2
No. Name Surname Sentence Arrestdate Charges
1 Vahid Asghari 18 years 8-May-2008 Propaganda against the
system, publishing lies,
establishing and administrati
websites against the state
2 Hamid Babai 6 years 27-July-2013 Espionage and having conta
with the enemy state
3 Hamed Roohi Nezhad 10 years 4-May-2009 Cooperating with OlranOs
Royal AssemblyO
4 Jamal Ghader Nezhad 5 years 13-Jun2012 Membership in Kurdish parti
(Kurdish parties)
5 Omid Kokabi 10 years 30-Jan2011 Having contact with enemy
state and acquiring illicit func
6 Habib Latifi Death 23-Oct-2007 Acting against national
security, enmity against God
Moharebeh), arrested in
Sanandaj
7 Misagh Yazdan Nezhad 10 years 10-Sep2007 Enmity against God arrestec
anniversary of 80s executior
Recently arrested students
Table 3
No Name Sumame Arrestdate Detention/Released
1 Amir Amirgholi 1-Dec2014 Temporary detention
2 Ali Badrkhani 25-Dec14 Temporary detention
3 Zahra Khandan 19-Janr2014 Released
4 Fereshte Toosi 8-Jan2015 Released

0./82/2dHIV



18

Ribvar
Saha
Parastoo
Masoomeh
Mahdie
Sobhan
Vahid
Jahangir
Behrooz
Farzin
Vahid

Kamranipoor
Mortezayee
Biranvand
Gholizadeh
Golroo
Rahimi
Ranjbar
Salmi
Abdollahi
Farzad
Forudi

10-Dec2014
20-Jan2015
Sep 2014
10-Apr-2014
26-Oct-2014
Nov 2014
Jul 2014
Nov 2014
Sep 2014
31-May-2014
Nov 2014

Temporary degntion
Released
Released
Released
Released
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown
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